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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF 

PUBLIC  HEALTH, 

1929-1930. 


TO  THE  ASSISTANT  UNDER  SECRETARY,  HOME 


SECRETARY’S 


DEPARTMENT. 


Sir,* — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  Minister’s  information  the  following  particulars 
regarding  llie  work  carried  out  by  this  Department  during  the  twelve  months  ended  ihe  30th 
June,  1930,  as  well  as  my  comments  regarding  Public  Health  administration  for  the  State  of 

Queensland. 

Crude  Birth  Rate. 


Country. 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Year. 

Birth  Bate. 

Queensland 

1928 

21-76 

1929 

19-99 

New  South  Wales 

1928 

22-6 

1929 

21-39 

Victoria 

1928 

19-7 

1929 

19- 

South  Australia 

1928 

19-76 

1929 

18-1 

Western  Australia 

1928 

21-79 

1929 

22- 

Tasmania 

1928 

22-13 

1929 

22-1 1 

Commonwealth 

1928 

21-33 

1929 

20-31 

New  Zealand 

1927 

20-8 

1929 

19-01 

England  and  Wales 

1927 

16-7 

1928 

16-7 

Scotland  .  .  . .  . . 

1927 

19-8 

1928 

19-8 

Irish  Free  State 

1927 

20-3 

1928 

20- 

Canada 

1927 

24-6 

1928 

24-5 

South  Africa 

1927 

26-2 

1928 

25-9 

.  ~ , - 

Death  Rate. 


Country. 

Year. 

Death  Bate. 

Year. 

Death  Rate. 

Queensland 

1928 

8-77 

1929 

8-98 

New  South  Wales 

1928 

9-34 

1929 

9-98 

Victoria 

1928 

10-11 

1929 

9-45 

South  Australia 

1928 

8-92 

1929 

8-7 

Western  Australia 

1928 

911 

1929 

9-55 

Tasmania 

1928 

10-06 

1929 

10-17 

New  Zealand 

1927 

8 '45 

1929 

8-75 

England  and  Wales 

1927 

12-3 

1928 

11-7 

Scotland 

1927 

13-5 

1928 

13-3 

Irish  Free  State 

• 

1927 

14-8 

1928 

14-1 

Canada 

1927 

11-1 

1928 

11-3 

South  Africa 

1927 

6- 

1928 

10-2 

Rates  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  Various  Countries. 


Country. 

Year. 

Death  P„ate  per 
.1,000  Births. 

Year. 

Deatli  Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Queensland 

1928 

45-5 

1929 

46-14 

New  South  Wales 

1928 

54-9 

1929 

56-44 

Victoria 

1928 

556 

1929 

47-23 

South  Australia 

1928 

47-5 

1929 

40-98 

Western  Australia 

1928 

48-1 

1929 

56-24 

Tasmania 

1928 

64* 

1929 

53-16 

New  Zealand 

1927 

38'7 

1929 

34  06 

England  and  Wales 

1927 

70- 

1928 

65- 

Scotland 

1927 

89- 

1928 

86- 

Irish  Free  State 

1927 

70- 

1927 

70- 

Canada 

1927 

94- 

1928 

90- 

South  Africa 

1927 

65- 

1928 

71- 

COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES. 

The  following  tables  are  of  interest,  as  they 
show  the  monthly  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
throughout  the  State. 

In  addition,  tables  for  the  calendar  year  1929 

«/ 

are  submitted,  as  shown  hereunder. 


The  statistics  in  respect  to  the  calendar  year 
were  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Health  authorities,  who  desired  to  gauge 
the  yearly  incidence  of  disease  on  similar  lines 
throughout  the  States.  This  procedure  has  been 
approved  of  by  the  Minister,  and  will  be  adhered 
to  in  future  reports. 
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Statistical  information  is  also  furnished  for 
the  two  financial  years  1927-28  and  1928-29,  and 
from  which  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  a 
decrease  in  the  last  financial  year  in  contrast 
with  the  preceding  years  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  reported  in  the  metro¬ 


politan  area,  while  there  is  a  slight  increase  in 
the  outside  areas. 

The  months  of  March,  April,  May,  June,  and 
July,  being  the  winter  months,  show  diphtheria, 
throughout  the  State,  at  its  highest  incidence. 


Communicable  Diseases  (Exclusive  of  Venereal  Diseases) — Metropolitan  Area— 1st  July,  1929,  to 

30th  June,  1930. 


Diseases. 

Months. 

• 

Totals. 

1929. 

1930. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

1929-30. 

J928-29. 

1927-28 

Anchylostomiasis  . . 

Bilharsiasis . . 

.  , 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

.  . 

3 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

43 

30 

i9 

28 

29 

26 

26 

22 

50 

57 

54 

72 

456 

653 

715 

Dysentery 

2 

3 

1 

.  , 

6 

1 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

2 

. 

1 

1 

,  . 

4 

3 

1 

Filariasis  . . 

1 

1 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

Leprosy 

,  , 

A  „ 

,  , 

,  , 

.  . 

.  . 

Malaria 

1 

1 

2 

.  , 

Plague 

.  . 

.  . 

Polio-Myelitis 

3 

2 

1 

6 

10 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

3 

3 

1 

4 

4 

5 

7 

2 

1 

30 

49 

23 

Relapsing  Fever  . . 

,  , 

.  . 

.  , 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

9 

i3 

i4 

20 

i7 

ii 

ii 

24 

is 

21 

21 

195 

190 

428 

Smallpox  . . 

,  . 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

i3 

i2 

io 

21 

is 

io 

31 

k 

i3 

k 

9 

7 

i69 

173 

i75 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

5 

2 

2 

2 

30 

30 

43 

Typhus  Fever 

.  . 

Yellow  Fever 

•  • 

•• 

Monthly  Totals 

80 

56 

46 

71 

74 

64 

83 

55 

93 

90 

86 

102 

900 

1,109 

1,397 

Communicable  Diseases  (Exclusive  of  Venereal  Diseases) — Outside  Areas — 1st  July,  1929,  to  30th 

June,  1930. 


MONTHS. 

Totals. 

Diseases. 

1929. 

1930. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

1929-30. 

1928-29. 

1927-28. 

Anchylostomiasis  . . 

1 

7 

6 

1 

15 

9 

4 

Bilharsiasis 

Cerebro-Spina1  Meningitis 

1 

l 

1 

1 

4 

11 

8 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

i27 

78 

48 

60 

50 

79 

60 

62 

123 

i73 

117 

108 

1,085 

l,i53 

l,i44 

Dysentery 

f 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

,  . 

1 

1 

4 

2 

Filariasis  . . 

• 

Leprosy 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

8 

Malaria 

1 

1 

6 

8 

Plague  . 

Polio-Myelitis 

1 

2 

1 

4 

12 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

i 

20 

22 

19 

Relapsing  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

27 

27 

29 

23 

46 

50 

40 

55 

36 

37 

is 

422 

280 

417 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

‘i3 

i9 

’i3 

27 

30 

'26 

'22 

'20 

22 

‘k 

21 

'.io 

'237 

'219 

'i77 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

4 

3 

9 

6 

16 

6 

15 

9 

10 

15 

10 

106 

182 

102 

Typhus  Fever 

Yellow  Fever 

Monthly  Totals 

179 

136 

96 

126 

119 

171 

146 

142 

212 

234 

194 

154 

1,909 

1,896 

1,886 

Annual  Statement  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  Calandar  Year  1929  (Metropolis). 


Diseaaea. 


Anchylostomiasis 

Bilharziasis 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis 
Cholera  . . 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. . 

Filariasis 

Leprosy 

Malaria  . . 

Plague  . 

Polio-Myelitis 
Puerperal  Fever  . . 
Relapsing  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Smallpox 

Tuberculosis  (Phthisis) 
Typhoid  Fever  . . 
Typhus  Fever 
Yellow  Fever 


Totals 


■ 


Months. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct, 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

'26 

'22 

’44 

'  78 

'58 

'58 

'43 

'30 

.  • 

19 

'28 

'29 

'26 

46i 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

,  , 

"l 

,  . 

1 

"2 

'  '3 

’2 

7 

6 

6 

1 

6 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

4 

5 

40 

"3 

'is 

‘is 

'i3 

"is 

'22 

'i9 

"9 

13 

'k 

'20 

'i7 

‘i75 

'is 

'ii 

'i7 

'io 

'  ‘9 

"l 

'i3 

'i2 

'io 

'21 

'is 

'io 

'i47 

..3 

7 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

•• 

26 

56 

62 

80 

103 

88 

82 

80 

56 

46 

71 J 

74 

64 

862 

The  figures  for  Puerperal  Fever  above  include  fifteen  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyremia,  Sapraemiu ,  and  Septicaemia. 
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Annual  Statement  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  Calendar  Year  1929  (ex  Metropolis). 


Diseases. 

Months. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec.  Total. 

Anchylostomiasis 

1 

7  '  9 

Bilharziasis 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1  8 

Cholera  . . 

Diphtheria 

45 

36 

92 

i82 

227 

i86 

i27 

78 

48 

60 

50 

79  1,210 

Dysentery 

,  . 

,  ,  .  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargies . . 

1 

1 

1 

.  . 

3 

♦Filariasis 

* 

* 

* 

♦ 

* 

* 

* 

♦ 

* 

* 

* 

*  * 

Leprosy  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  6 

Malaria 

Plague  . .  . .  . 

,  . 

.  . 

,  # 

.  , 

Polio-Myelitis 

o 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1  15 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

,  , 

1 

1  16 

Relapsing  Fever 

,  . 

.  , 

.  , 

1 

.  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

it 

ii 

19 

29 

i? 

31 

34 

27 

27 

29 

23 

46  307 

Smallpox  . . 

,  . 

.  , 

.  , 

,  . 

.  , 

,  . 

.  . 

Tuberculosis  (Phthisis) 

22 

14 

9 

27 

15 

14 

13 

19 

13 

27 

30 

26  229 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

17 

14 

11 

3 

7 

11 

3 

4 

3 

9 

6 

16  104 

Typhus  Fever 

,  , 

.  , 

,  , 

.  . 

Yellow  Fever 

Totals 

100 

78 

137 

246 

274 

247 

179 

136 

96 

125 

112 

178  |  1,908 

*  Not  yet  notifiable. 

The  figures  for  Puerperal  Fever  above  include  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  one  patient  being  so  notified  in  March,  one  in  September, 
and  one  in  November,  1929. 


Hookworm  Campaign. 

The  campaign  for  the  control  of  hookworm 
was  reorganised  in  August,  1929,  when  the  direc¬ 
tion  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee, 
consisting  of — 

(1)  The  Director,  Division  of  Tropical 
Hygiene  of  the  Commonwealth  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  (Chairman  and 
Convener) . 

(2)  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 
Queensland. 

(3)  The  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  Queensland. 

The  field  unit  consists  of  a  Medical  Officer  from 
the  Commonwealth  Department  of  Health,  who 
controls — 

(1)  Two  microscopists  from  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Department  of  Health. 

(2)  Two  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health,  Queensland. 

(3)  Two  School  Nurses  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  Queensland. 

The  objective  of  the  campaign  is  to  detect  and 
treat  all  persons  infested  with  hookworm,  and  by 
improving  the  sanitary  conditions  to  prevent 
pollution  of  the  soil  and  minimise  the  risk  of 
infection  or  reinfection  occurring. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  the  work  of  the 
campaign  has  progressed  most  favourably.  The 
unit  in  the  field  has  for  the  first  time  benefited 
by  the  co-operation  of  local  authorities  in  the 
endemic  areas,  who  are  now  endeavouring  to 
bring  the  sanitary  conveniences  up  to  the 
standard  required  by  the  regulations. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report — 1st 
July,  1929,  to  30th  June,  1930 — 1,714  persons 
were  notified  by  medical  practitioners  through¬ 
out  Queensland  as  suffering  from  venereal 
disease,  of  whom  173  had  been  reported  pre¬ 
viously.  The  new  cases  totalled  1,541,  compris¬ 
ing  1,195  males  and  346  females,  as  against  1,382 
(1,116  males  and  266  females)  in  1928-29,  and 
1,373  ( 1 ,121  males  and  252  females)  in  1927-28. 
The  notifications  received  during  the  three  fiscal 
years  in  question  totalled  1,714,  1,573,  and  1,508, 
respectively. 


Metro¬ 

politan 

Area. 

Outside 

Metropolis. 

Total. 

Gonorrhoea  .  . 

769 

502 

1,271 

Syphilis 

147 

58 

205 

Syphilis,  Secondary.  . 

11 

2 

13 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  .  . 

12 

6 

18 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary 

2 

,  , 

2 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  and  Venereal 

1 

1 

Warts 

Gonorrhoea,  Syphilis,  and 
Venereal  Warts 

1 

1 

Soft  Chancre 

,  , 

2 

2 

Ulcerative  Granuloma 

.  , 

23 

23 

Venereal  Warts 

4 

1 

5 

Totals 

947 

594 

1,541 

Duplicated  and  not  entered 
above - — 

Gonorrhoea  .  . 

73 

54 

127 

Syphilis 

19 

21 

40 

Syphilis,  Secondary 

3 

1 

4 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis 

.  . 

1 

1 

Ulcerative  Granuloma 

1 

1 

Total  Duplicate  Notifications 

95 

78 

173 

Grand  Total  Notifications 
received  1929-30 

1,042 

672 

1,714 

persons 
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Monthly  Incidence'  of  Venereal  Diseases  throughout  Queensland  during  1929-30  (exclusive  q# 

Duplicate  Cases.) 


Area. 


1929. 

July — 

(a)  Metropolitan 
lb)  Outside 
August — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 
September — 

(a)  Metropolitan 
lb)  Outside 
October — 

(а)  Metropolitan 

(б)  Outside 
November — 

(а)  Metropolitan 

(б)  Outside 
December— 

(a)  Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 

1930. 

January — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 
February — 

(a)  Metropolitan 
lb)  Outside 
March — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

(b)  Outside 
April — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 
May — 

( а )  Metropolitan 

(б)  Outside 
J  une — 

(a)  Metropolitan 
lb)  Outside 

Totals — - 

Metropolitan 

Outside 

Grand  Totals 


j  Gon. 

1 

Syph. 

See. 

Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph. 

Gon.  and  Gon.  and 
Sec.  Yen. 

Syph.  Warts. 

i 

Gon. 
Syph. 
and  Yen. 
Warts. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Yen. 

Warts. 

Totals. 

‘  Grand 

1  Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

K 

•  1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

36 

14 

1 

1 

37 

15 

52 

34 

3 

1 

1 

i 

1- 

2 

3 

•  • 

39 

7 

46 

52 

9 

3 

5 

i 

50 

14 

70 

43 

6 

3 

46 

6 

52 

59 

15 

14 

2 

1 

2 

74 

19 

93 

27 

11 

3 

2 

1 

31 

13 

44 

42 

9 

16 

2 

1 

i 

59 

12 

71 

46 

1 

7 

3 

2 

5 

3 

60 

7 

67 

60 

11 

15 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

79 

17 

96 

34 

12 

7 

1 

1 

i 

1 

43 

14 

57 

42 

22 

6 

1 

i 

2 

.. 

51 

23 

74 

25 

3 

7 

1 

33 

3 

36 

47 

26 

8 

6 

1 

1 

56 

33 

89 

33 

4 

3 

i 

1 

37 

5 

42 

56 

20 

6 

4 

i 

1 

1 

1 

65 

25 

90 

29 

8 

9 

2 

i 

1 

32 

11 

43 

40 

10 

7 

i 

47 

11 

58 

38 

6 

3 

41 

6 

47 

44 

17 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

53 

21 

74 

36 

16 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

i 

46 

20 

66 

59 

16 

10 

1 

1 

2 

i 

73 

17 

90 

35 

10 

5 

1 

i 

42 

10- 

52 

46 

17 

11 

13 

1 

1 

1 

58 

32 

90 

37 

5 

•• 

37 

5 

42 

583 

186 

103 

44 

8 

3 

9 

3 

2 

1 

1 

-2 

-2 

708 

239 

947 

417 

85 

46 

12 

2 

6 

•• 

2 

13 

10 

1 

•• 

487 

107 

594 

1000 

'1 

271 

149 

56 

10 

3 

15 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

..  |  13 

1 

10 

3 

2 

1195 

346 

1541 

Ages  of  Persons  Notified  in  Sex  Groups  and  Under  Disease  Headings. 

Age  Group  (Years). 


(a)  metropolitan  area. 


Ages. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Sec. 
Syph. 

Gon. 
Syph. 
and  Yen. 
Warts. 

Gon.  and 
Ven. 
Warts. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

1 

Totals. 

Grand 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Unknown  or  unobtain- 

11 

12 

6 

5 

1 

18 

17 

35 

able 

1-5 . 

16 

16 

16 

5-10 . 

9 

9 

9 

10-15  . 

i 

3 

i 

3 

4 

15-20  . 

82 

38 

9 

6 

1 

7 

98 

45 

143 

20  25  .  .  . .  . . 

183 

48 

22 

16 

2 

1 

1 

.  . 

] 

1 

209 

66 

27o 

25-30  . 

116 

35 

24 

8 

i 

i 

2 

1 

1 

1 

143 

47 

190 

30-35  . 

80 

9 

12 

3 

3 

i 

95 

13 

108 

35-40  . 

46 

11 

15 

3 

1 

l 

1 

1 

64 

15 

79 

40-45  . 

30 

2 

5 

1 

35 

3 

38 

45-50  . 

15 

1 

3 

1 

1 

19 

2 

21 

50-55  . 

7 

5 

1 

12 

1 

13 

55  and  over  . . 

12 

2 

2 

14 

2 

16 

Totals 

583 

186 

103 

44 

8 

3 

9 

3 

2 

•• 

1 

1 

•• 

2 

2 

708 

239 

947 

(b)  OUTSIDE  METROPOLIS. 


Ages. 

1 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph. 

1 

Gon.  and 
Sec. 
Syph. 

Gon. 
Syph. 
and  Ven. 
Warts. 

Gon.  and 
Ven. 
Warts. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Soft. 

Chancre. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Unknown  or  unobtain- 

35 

15 

8 

2 

2 

7 

6 

52 

23 

75 

able 

1-5 . 

. 

5-10 . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

10-15  . 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

15-20  . 

43 

11 

4 

3 

2 

2 

i 

51 

15 

66 

20-25  . 

106 

16 

9 

1 

..  .. 

1 

1 

118 

16 

134 

25-30  .  .  . .  ~  . . 

86 

18 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

90 

20 

116 

30-35  .. 

72 

11 

5 

1 

,, 

1 

1 

78 

13 

91 

.  35-40  . 

40 

5 

3 

2 

43 

7 

50 

#0-45  .  . 

19 

4 

2 

.. 

21 

4 

25 

45-50  . . 

6 

1 

3 

1 

9 

2 

11 

50-55  . 

5 

3 

L 

8 

1 

9 

55  and  over  . . 

3 

i 

3 

.  . 

•• 

•• 

■ 

.** 

6 

1 

7 

Totals. 

417 

85 

46 

12 

2 

6  .. 

1 

1  1 

“  1  ‘  |  *'■ 

1 

•• 

2 

13 

10 

487 

107 

594 

I 


Ages  op  Patients  Notified  in  Sex  Groups  and  under  Disease  Headings — contmuecU 

Age  Group  (Years). 

(c)  Grand  Totals  for  the  Whole  State. 


Ages. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Sec. 
Syph. 

Gon. 
Syph. 
and  Yen. 
Warts. 

Gon.  and 
Ven. 
Warts. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Soft. 

Chancre. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Unknown  or  unobtain- 

46 

27 

14 

7 

2 

1 

7 

6 

70 

40 

110 

able 

1-  5  . . 

.  . 

16 

16 

16 

5-10  . . 

1 

11 

.  . 

1 

i 

1 

13 

14 

10-15  . . 

2 

4 

3 

5 

4 

9 

15-20  . . 

125 

49 

ii 

9 

i 

9 

2 

i 

149 

60 

209 

20-25  . . 

289 

64 

31 

16 

2 

2 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

327 

82 

409 

25-30  .  . 

202 

53 

30 

9 

1 

i 

2 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

239 

67 

306 

30-35  . . 

152 

20 

17 

4 

3 

1 

1 

l 

173 

26 

199 

35-40  .  . 

86 

16 

18 

5 

.  . 

i 

1 

1 

106 

22 

128 

40-45  .  . 

49 

6 

7 

1 

1 

57 

7 

64 

45-50  .  . 

21 

2 

6 

2 

1 

28 

4 

32 

50-55  . . 

12 

,  . 

8 

2 

20 

2 

22 

55  and  over  . . 

15 

3 

5 

20 

3 

23 

Totals 

1000 

271 

149 

56 

10 

3 

15 

3 

2 

1 

1 

•• 

3 

2 

2 

13 

10 

1195 

346 

1541 

Social  Status  op  Patients  Notified  in  Disease  and  Sex  Groups. 


(a)  metropolitan  area. 


Ages. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

1 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon. and 
Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Sec. 
Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Gon., 
Syph. 
and  Ven. 
Warts. 

Gon.  and 
Ven. 
Warts. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

!  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Married 

121 

50 

22 

25 

1 

2 

.  , 

1 

1 

1 

146 

78 

224 

Single  . . 

433 

124 

i  73 

17 

7 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

522 

147 

669 

Separated 

10 

,  . 

5 

3 

18 

18 

Divorced 

1 

1 

1 

i 

2 

Widowed 

17 

11 

1 

2 

18 

13 

31 

Unknown 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Totals 

583 

186 

103 

l 

44 

8 

3 

9 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

•• 

708 

239 

947 

(b)  outside  metropolis. 


Ages. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon. and 
Syph. 

Gon. and 
Sec. 
Syph. 

* 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Gon., 
Syph. 
and  Ven. 
Warts. 

Gon.  and 
Ven. 
Warts. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Total. 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Married 

77 

31 

12 

7 

5 

5 

94 

43 

137 

Single  . . 

334 

43 

29 

5 

2 

6 

2 

1 

.  , 

8 

4 

382 

52 

434 

Separated 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Divorced 

Widowed 

3 

10 

5 

1 

8 

11 

19 

Unknown 

Totals 

417 

85 

46 

12 

2 

6 

2 

•• 

1 

13 

10 

487 

107 

594 

(c)  TOTAL  FOR  STATE. 


Ages. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Sec. 
Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Veb. 

Warts. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Gon. 
Syph. 
and  Ven. 
Warts. 

Gon.  and 
Ven. 
Warts. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Married 

198 

81 

34 

32 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5  5 

240 

121 

361 

Single . 

767 

167 

102 

22 

9 

1 

12 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

8  4 

.  . 

1 

1 

904 

199 

1103 

Separated 

13 

1 

5 

3 

21 

1 

22 

Divorced 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Widowed 

20 

21 

6 

2 

1 

26 

24 

50 

Unknown 

1 

•• 

2 

3 

3 

Totals 

1000 

271 

149 

56 

10 

3 

15 

3 

2 

2 

•• 

3 

2 

13  10 

1 

1 

1195 

346 

1541 

8 


Sources  of  Notification. 


Metro¬ 

polis 

Outside 

Metro¬ 

polis. 

Totals. 

Clinics  .  .  .  .  . .  | 

418 

165 

583 

Private  doctors  . .  . . 

367 

324 

691 

Hospitals  (other  than  Clinics) 

162 

105 

267 

i 

Totals 

947 

594 

1,541 

Stated  Sources  of  Infection. 


Sources  Ascribed  to — 

AKEA. 

Totals. 

Metro¬ 

politan. 

Outside 

Metropolis. 

Prostitutes  from  houses 

43 

54 

97 

Prostitutes  unknown 

138 

146 

284 

Non -professionals  .  . 

326 

109 

435 

Husbands 

21 

3 

24 

Wives 

25 

17 

42 

Unknown  or  unstated 

316 

236 

552 

Occupational  .  ,  .  ! 

74 

22 

96 

Extragenital .  . 

i 

i 

9 

Black-gins 

•  ; 

5 

5 

Criminal  assaults 

1 

i 

•> 

Sodomy 

1 

i 

Sister 

1 

i 

947 

594 

1,541 

Infections  ascribed  to 

sources  outside  Queens¬ 
land 

19 

8 

27 

Male  Clinic,  Brisbane. 

As  in  previous  years,  five  Part-time  Medical 
Officers  attended  the  clinic,  at  which  eleven 
sessions  were  held  weekly — namely,  morning  and 
evening  from  Mondays  to  Fridays,  inclusive, 
and  Saturdays  from  9  a.m.  to  10  a.m. ;  whilst 
the  irrigation  rooms  were  opened  three  times  a 
day  from  Mondays  to  Fridays  (morning,  mid- 
diy,  and  evening) ,  twice  on  Saturdays  (morning 
and  evening),'  and  for  an  hour  each  Sunday 
(and  on  public  holidays). 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven  new  cases 
reported  during  the  period  under  notice,  as 
against  648  in  1928-29,  of  whom  437  were 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  venereal  disease  and 
notified  accordingly ;  this  represents  an  increase 
of  64  notifications  on  the  1928-29  figures, 


The  437  cases  comprised — 

.Gonorrhoea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34$ 

Syphilis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  71 

Secondary  Syphilis  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  0 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary  Syphilis  .  .  1 

Gonorrhoea  and  Venereal  Warts  .  .  . .  1 

Venereal  Warts  .  .  .  /  o 


437 


Nineteen  of  the  above  had  been  notified  pre¬ 
viously,  and  were  therefore  duplicated — namely, 
14  gonorrhoea,  4  syphilitic,  and  one  secondary 
syphilitic. 

The  balance  of  the  newcomers— i.e.,  290 — * 
were  undiagnosed  at  the  date  of  report  or  suffer¬ 
ing  from  conditions  other  than  venereal  disease. 
(For  the  purposes  of  11  The  Health  Acts,  1900  to 
1922,”  the  term  “venereal  disease”  is  taken  to 
mean  gonorrhoea,  syphilis  (primary  and  secon¬ 
dary),  soft  chancre,  venereal  warts,  and  ulcera¬ 
tive  granuloma.)  A  comparative  summary  of 
the  work  carried  out  at  the  clinic  for  the  years 
1928-29  and  1929-30  is  shown  hereunder: — 


1928-29. 

1929-30 

Consultations  .  . 

9,470  .  . 

9,124 

a.m. 

3,238  a.m 

3,111 

p.m. 

6,232  p.m.  6,013 

New  cases 

698  .. 

727 

Bloods  taken  for  W.R. 

692  .  . 

667 

Smears  taken  for  Gonorrhoea 

2,166  .. 

2,070 

Neosalvarsan  administered  .  . 

1,206  .  . 

1,455 

Bismol  administered  .  . 

1,453  .  . 

1,427 

Vaccine  (Commonwealth 

Serum  Laboratory),  mixed, 

administered 

875 

959 

Prescriptions  dispensed  by 

Departmental  part-time 

chemist 

2,921  .. 

2,455 

Prostatic  massages 

6,775  .. 

7,271 

Irrigations 

40,653  .  . 

41,800 

Seamen’s  cards  issued  to 
oversea  sailors  under 

Quarantine  Regulations 

17  . . 

13 

Certificates  of  apparently  free 

from  disease  issued 

219  .  . 

200 

Certificates  of  apparently  free 
from  disease  received  for 

clinic  patients 

8  .  . 

5 

At  the  30th  June,  1930,  there  were  433  patients 
on  the  clinic  records,  as  against  344  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  (1st  July,  1929) 
and  309  at  30th  June,  1928,  vide  the  following 
comparative  table 


- — - 

1929-30. 

1928-29. 

1927-28. 

Gonorrhoea  .  . 

214 

167 

148 

Syphilis 

114 

88 

74 

Secondary  Syphilis 

26 

33 

38 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis 

17 

9 

5 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary 
Syphilis 

3 

4 

4 

Tertiary  Syphilis 

13 

6 

Nil 

Venereal  Warts 

1 

Nil 

Not  notifiable  or  un¬ 

diagnosed 

45 

37 

40 

433 

344 

309 

It  will  be  noted  that  388  actual  venereal 
disease  patients  were  attending  the  clinic  at  the 
date  of  this  report  as  against  307  at  1st  July, 
1929,  and  269  at  1st  July,  1928. 


d 


Female  Patients  Treated  by  Departmental 
Medical  Officers,  Brisbane. 

During  the  period  under  review  84  females 
called  at  the  Department  its  against  83  during 
1928-29,  and  were  referred  to  the  Departmental 
Part-time  Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officers. 
Of  the  number,  29  were  diagnosed  as  suffering 
from  venereal  disease  (vide  table  hereunder), 
and  4  were  certified  as  apparently  cured  of 
venereal  disease  after  treatment. 

Summary. 

Number  examined  .  .  .  .  •  •  .  .  84 

Number  ascertained  to  be  venereal  .  .  29 

Number  non-veneroal  or  undiagnosed  .  .  55 
Certificates  of  cure  or  apparently  free  from 


disease  issued  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Diagnoses  arrived  at — 

Gonorrhoea  .  .  .  .  '  .  .  19 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  .  .  1 

Syphilis  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  6 

- 26 


In  addition  to  which  1  gonorrhoeal,  1 
syphilitic,  and  1  secondary  syphilitic  patient 
Were  diagnosed  and  notified,  but  had  been  treated 
and  reported  previously  by  other  medical  prac¬ 
titioners. 


Breaches  of  section  162  (3)  of  “The  Health 
Acts,  1900  to  1922’ ’ — ( Failure  to  continue 
medical  treatment  for  venereal  disease 


within  prescribed  periods). 

(a)  Male  Clinic,  Brisbane — 

Defaulters  notified 

198 

Defaulters  who  resumed  treatment 
Defaulters  not  located  (including 
seven  who  had  left  Queens- 

112 

land) 

Defaulters  regarding  whom  action 
not  finalised  at  30th  June, 

49 

1930  . 

37 

(b)  All  sources  outside  Brisbane  Male 
Clinic — - 

Defaulters  notified,  1.18  (less  one 
who  was  a  resident  of  New 

198 

South  Wales)  .  . 

.  . 

117 

Defaulters  who  resumed  treatment 
Defaulters  not  traced  (including 
eight  who  had  left  Queens- 

90 

land) 

Defaulters  regarding  whom  action 
not  finalised  at  30tli  June, 

22 

1930  . 

5 

117 

(c)  Summary  respecting  defaulters 
State  during  1929-30 — 

notified 

througho  \ 

Defaulters  notified  • 

,  » 

316 

Defaulters  who  resumed  treatment 
Defaulters  not  traced  (including 

202 

sixteen  who  had  left  State) .  . 
Defaulters  regarding  whom  action 
not  finalised  at  30th  June, 

72 

1930  . 

42 

316 

Prosecutions  for  breaches  of  Venereal  Diseases 
Regulations  and  Sections  of  the  Health  Acts 
relating  to  Venereal  Diseases. 

Abb  reviated  summary  of  action  taken. 

(a)  Failure  to  comply  with  official  notice  (V.  D. 

reg.  9),  including  2  pending  .  .  .  .  18 

( b )  Failure  to  comply  with  official  notice  (V.  D. 

reg.  10),  including  2  pending  .  .  .  .  23 

(c)  Escaping  from  custody  whilst  under  detention 

(V.  D.  reg.  13)  ‘ . 2 

( d )  Handling  foodstuffs  exposed  for  sale  whilst 

suffering  from  V.  D.  (reg.  14)  .  .  . .  2 

(e)  Unlawfully  treating  venereal  diseases  (section 

162  (1)  of  the  Health  Acts,  pending  .  .  1 

(/)  Failure  to  continue  medical  treatment  for 
V.  D.  (section  162  (3)  of  the  Health  Acts), 
including  2  pending  ,  .  .  .  .  .  9 

( g )  Soliciting  for  immoral  purposes  in  any  public 

place  (section  168  (1)  (i.)  ( b )  of  Health  Acts)  10 

( h )  Occupying  or  residing  in  a  house  frequented 

by  prostitutes  (section  168  (1)  (iv.)  of 
Health  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

(i)  Total  prosecutions,  67  ;  comprising  53 

breaches  in  Brisbane  and  14  in  outside 
areas  of  the  State. 

(j)  Total  fines  and  costs  imposed,  £172  15s. 


Prisoners  detained  under  Section  164  (2)  (c) 
of  Health  Acts. 

Twenty -three  prisoners,  comprising  15  males 
and  8  females,  as  well  as  6  males  who  were  under 
detention  at  30th  June,,  1929,  were  treated  during 
the  year  under  notice. 

Of  the  number,  17  males  were  discharged  and 
the  8  females,  all  known  prostitutes,  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital,  Park 
road,  South  Brisbane,  for  treatment,  leaving  4 
male  prisoners  under  detention  at  the  date  of 
this  report. 


Action  taken  regarding  persons  to  whom 
infection  ascribed. 

(Venereal  Disease  Regulation  9  and  Section  164 
of  “ The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1922.”) 

Twenty-four  females  and  five  males  to  whom 
infection  had  been  ascribed  were  ordered  up  for 
medical  examination ;  13  of  the  women  were 
found  to  be  venereal,  9  to  be  non-venereal,  1  left 
Queensland  before  the  date  of  examination,  and 
1  had  not  been  located  at  the  date  of  this  report ; 
the  five  men  were  all  reported  as  non-venereal. 


Examination  and  Treatment  of  Prostitutes. 

(Regulation  10  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regula¬ 
tions,  1928,  and  Section  164  (2)  of  “The 
Health  Acts,  1900  to  1922.” 

Examinations  at  William  Street  rooms, 

Brisbane  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  847 

Examinations  at  fourteen  centres  outside 

metropolis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  993 

Treatment  at  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital, 

Brisbane  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  90 

Treatment  at  oentres  outside  metropolis  .  .  23 

Of  the  number  treated  during  the  period 
covered  by  this  report,  13  were  in  detention  at 
1st  July,  1929,  and  18  prostitutes  ascertained  to 
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be  suffering  from  venereal  disease  at  Toowoomba 
and  Rockhampton  were  transferred  to  Brisbane 
for  treatment  and  are  included  in  the  Venereal 
Isolation  Hospital  figures  above,  as  are  8  female 
prisoners,  each  of  whom  was  a  known  woman  of 
this  class. 

Outside  Brisbane,  prostitutes  were  examined 
at  fourteen  centres  as  hitherto- — namely,  Ayr, 
Bowen,  Bundaberg,  Cairns,  Charters  Towers, 
Cloncurry,  Ingham,  Innisfail,  Longreach, 
Mackay,  Mossman,  Rockhampton,  Toowoomba, 
and  Townsville. 

The  total  of  113  prostitutes  treated  repre¬ 
sents  an  increase  of  16  on  the  previous  year’s 
figures,  which  were  97,  and,  excluding  those 


under  detention  at  1st  July,  1928,  and  1st  July, 
1929,  the  numbers  examined  and  found  venereal 
during  1928-29  and  1929-30  were  70  and  100,  an 
increase  of  43  per  cent,  (approximately). 

Food  Handlers. 

Nineteen  cases  were  inquired  into  under  this 
heading,  thirteen  in  Brisbane,  and  six  in  outside 
areas  of  the  State  (one  of  whom  was  proceeded 
against  for  failing  to  comply  with  the  warning 
administered  in  this  regard  and  fined  £10  and 
3s.  6d.  costs  of  court.  In  addition,  a  male 
sufferer  in  Brisbane  Avho  stated  his  occupation 
as  unemployed,  was  ascertained  to  be  working  on 
a  fruit  barrow,  and  when  prosecuted  was  fined 
£5  and  costs  in  the  City  Police  Court. 


Certificates  of  Cure  or  Apparently  Free  from  Disease  Received. 
(a)  BRISBANE  AREA - 1ST  JULY  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1929. 


— 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph. 

Soft 

Chaneie. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Gon.  and 
Sec. 
Syph. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Private  doctors 

54 

4 

4 

58 

4 

62 

Male  clinic  . . 

95 

4 

.  . 

1 

1 

1 

,  . 

102 

.  . 

102 

From  outside  doctors  for  male  clime  cases 

examined  by  them  . . 

2 

2 

2 

Frotn  V.  I.  Hospital 

.  . 

25 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

26 

26 

Other  hospitals  . .  . 

5 

17 

5 

17 

22 

2 

2 

2 

Totals 

156 

48 

8  !  .. 

1 

..  |  .. 

1 

1 

1 

167 

49 

216 

(b)  BRISBANE  AREA - 1ST  JANUARY  TO  30TH  JUNE,  1930. 


Private  doctors 

82 

16 

7 

1 

'2 

1 

i 

89 

18 

107 

Male  clinic  . .  . .  •  ■  • 

87 

.  . 

8 

.  . 

98 

98 

From  outside  doctors  for  male  clinic  cases 
examined  by  them  . . 

2 

4i 

1 

1 

3 

44 

3 

From  V.  I.  Hospital  . 

T 

2 

44 

Other  hospitals . 

13 

1 

13 

14 

Departmental  female  cases 

*  * 

2 

2 

2 

Totals 

172 

72 

16 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

..  i  .. 

191 

77 

268 

Grand[total  for  year  under  review 

328 

120 

24 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

358 

126 

484 

(c)  AREAS  OUTSIDE  METROPOLIS - 1ST  JULY  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1929. 


— . — - 

.0.  ‘  .  :  > 

Ages. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Gon.  and 
Sec. 
Syph. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Totals. 

- - 

Private  doctors 

Hospital  doctors 

Clinic  doctors  . 

Totals 

Total  for  Metropolis  for  same  period  . . 

Grand  total  for  State,  1st  July  to  31st 
December,  1929 

M. 

26 

17 

24 

F. 

7 

10 

M. 

7 

1 

F. 

6 

1 

M. 

F. 

1 

M. 

F. 

i 

M. 

2 

F. 

M. 

2 

1 

F. 

3 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

26 

26 

28 

F. 

i7 

12 

26 

43 

40 

67 

17 

8 

7 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

2 

•  • 

3 

3 

80 

29 

109 

156 

48 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.  . 

167 

49 

216 

223 

65 

16 

7 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

247 

78 

325 

(d)  AREAS  OUTSIDE  METROPOLIS - 1ST  JANUARY  TO  30tH  JUNE,  1930. 


Private  doctors 

Hospital  doctors . 

Clinic  doctors  . 

Totals 

Total  for  Metropolis  for  half-year  ended 
30th  June,  1930  . 

Grand  total  for  State,  1st  January  to  30th 
June,  1930  . .  •  •  • 

Grand  total  sfor  Outside  Areas,  1st  July, 
1929,  to  30th  June,  1930 

21 

10 

47 

3 

3 

16 

3 

1 

3 

2 

::  :: 

•  • 

•• 

24 

13 

50 

3 

3 

16 

27 

16 

61 

78 

22 

7 

1 

2 

..  |  .. 

•• 

87 

22 

109 

172 

72 

16 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

I 

..  I  .. 

•• 

191 

77 

268 

250 

94 

23 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

, , 

2 

I 

278 

99 

377 

145 

39 

• 

15 

7 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

•  • 

5 

1 

3|  .. 

• 

167 

51 

2l8 

11 


(el  Grand  Total  Certificates  of  Cure  or  Apparently  Free  from  Disease  received  in  Sex  Groups 
and  Disease  Headings  during  Period  1st  July,  1929,  to  30th  June,  1930. 


Metropolis. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec.  Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph . 

Gon.  and 
Sec.  Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Ulcerative 

Granuloma. 

Total. 

Males — 

Metropolis 

328 

24 

3 

1 

1 

1 

358 

Ex  Metropolis 

145 

15 

•  • 

2 

5 

167 

473 

39 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

525 

F  emales — 

Metropolis 

120 

3 

1 

1 

1 

126 

Ex  Metropolis 

39 

7 

1 

1 

3 

51 

159 

10 

2 

2 

*  * 

1 

* 

177 

Grand  Total  Patients 

632 

49 

5 

3 

1 

2 

2 

8 

702 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  statistical  infor¬ 
mation,  prepared  to  cover  the  financial  year 
1929-30,  the  following  Return  of  Venereal 
Diseases  for  the  metropolitan  and  outside  areas, 


covering  the  calendar  year  1929,  is  furnished,  as 
agreed  upon  at  the  Second  Session  of  the 
Federal  Health  Council  of  Australia,  held  in 
Melbourne  in  March,  1928: — 


Annual  Statement  of  Venereal  Diseases — Calendar  Year  1929. 

Metropolitan  Area. 


Diseases. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

1 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

' 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

45 

13 

61 

20 

44 

7 

34 

14 

48 

11 

52 

11 

36 

14 

52 

9 

59 

35 

42 

9 

60 

11 

42 

22 

575 

156 

Syphilis 

9 

3 

10 

2 

7 

i 

6 

1 

6 

2 

n 

7 

2 

1 

i 

3 

5 

14 

2 

16 

2 

15 

5 

6 

1 

100 

27 

Syphilis,  Secondary  . . 

1 

] 

1 

2 

i 

1 

1 

2 

o 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

12 

6 

Gonorrhoea  and 

2 

1 

1 

1 

] 

i 

i 

1 

2 

10 

1 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  and 

1 

, , 

1 

Secondary  Syphilis 

Ulcerative  Granuloma 

Venereal  Warts 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

57 

17 

73 

22 

53 

9 

42 

15  | 

56 

16 

62 

13 

37 

15 

56 

14 

74 

19 

59 

12 

79 

17 

51 

23 

699 

192 

74 

9 

5 

62 

57  '■ 

7 

2 

75 

52 

70 

93 

71 

96 

74 

891 

Outside  Areas. 


Gonorrhoea  . . 

35 

3 

22 

3 

30 

10 

45 

4 

35 

9 

21 

10 

34 

3 

43 

6 

■27 

11 

46 

1 

34 

12 

25 

3 

397 

75 

Syphilis 

5 

1 

9 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

6 

9 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

7 

3 

7 

1 

7 

.  52 

19 

Syphilis,  Secondary  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Gonorrhoea  and 

1 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

2 

Syphilis 

Ulcerative  Granuloma 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

12 

2 

Soft  Chancre  . . 

1 

1 

i 

3 

Totals 

43 

7 

25 

5 

37 

10 

49 

6 

39 

9 

30 

21 

39 

7 

46 

6 

31 

13 

60 

7 

43 

14 

33 

3 

475 

108 

50 

30 

47 

55 

48 

51 

46 

52 

44 

6 

7 

67 

36 

583 

Totals  for  State  . . 

124 

125 

109 

112 

120 

126 

98 

122 

137 

138 

153 

110 

1,474 

.  SANITATION. 

Particulars  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the 
staff  in  matters  relating  to  sanitation  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1930,  are  furnished 
hereunder. 

The  many  and  varied  duties  which  come  under 
the  title  of  '‘Sanitation”  have  kept  the  staff 
fully  engaged  during  the  period  under  review. 

Tim  following  inspections  have  been  carried 
out : —  ' 


General  inspections 

..  2,498 

Nuisance  inspections 

566 

Sanitary  depots  and  services 

103 

Refuse  disposal  and  services 

111 

Official  calls 

573 

Total 

..  3,851 

Number  of  towns  visited  .  . 

213 

Number  of  miles  travelled 

- -  ..12,871 

The  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  cities, 
towns,  and  townships  surveyed  continue  to 
improve.  The  provision  of  the  standard  fly- 
proof  cabinet  pansteads  in  closets  as  a  precau¬ 
tionary  measure  against  typhoid,  dysentery,  and 
other  fly-borne  diseases  is  now  practically  an 
accomplished  fact  in  a  great  many  districts. 
Considerable  success  has  been  achieved  in  the 
mosquito  proofing  of  rainwater  tanks,  and  in  the 
removal  and  control  of  many  breeding-grounds. 

The  organisation  and  supervision  of  night- 
soil  and  refuse  removal  services  has  shown  great 
progress,  resulting  in  clean,  regular,  and  well- 
conducted  services  being  given  to  the  public. 
A  number  of  sanitary  depots  are  so  well  con¬ 
ducted,  laid  out,  and  cultivated  that  they  could 
easily  be  mistaken  for  well-ordered  farms.  The 
methods  now  employed  in  the  disposal  of  refuse 
at  the  tipping  grounds  are  more  up-to-date  and 
sanitary  than  in  previous  years.  Muck  better 
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results,  however,  could  be  obtained,  if  “  controlled 
tipping,”  as  carried  out  at  a  few  places  such  as 
Ipswich,  was  more  generally  practised.  Low- 
lying  land,  washaways,  gullies,  and  broken 
country  can  be  reclaimed  by  “  controlled 
tipping”  without  nuisance  and  in  a  sanitary 
manner. 

The  regular  and  systematic  inspection  of  areas 
by  the  Local  Authority  health  inspector  is  the 
controlling  factor  in  the  maintenance  of  these 
organised  efforts  to  better  the  health  environ¬ 
ment  of  the  State,  by  keeping  the  laws  of  clean 
living  always  to  the  forefront. 

A  peculiar  feature  of  Local  Authority  adminis¬ 
tration  is  the  discouraging  attitude  adopted 
against  the  office  of  health  inspector.  This  office 
is  looked  upon  by  a  large  number  of  Local 
Authorities  as  an  encumbrance  and  an  unwar¬ 
ranted  expense.  Not  a  few  Local  Authorities 
have  advocated  the  abolition  of  the  position.  If 
health  is  to  be  paramount,  there  must  be  an 
efficient  health  service.  The  critics  must  prove 
first  of  all  that  the  guarding  of  the  public  health 
is  of  no  importance  before  they  propose  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  health  organisation.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  cheapness  and  economy  are 
two  different  matters.  To  dismiss  the  health 
inspector  would  certainly  eliminate  a  salary,  but 
the  small  saving  so  effected  would  be  adversely 
balanced  by  the  rapid  increase  in  the  cost  of 
infectious  diseases.  Such  action  therefore  would 
be  cheapness,  not  economy.  The  vast  improve¬ 
ment  which  has  taken  place  throughout  the 
State,  and  the  safeguarding  measures  which  have 
been  enforced,  should  be  sufficient  to  prove  the 
necessity  of  local  health  inspectors. 

The  enforcing  of  the  Plague  Regulations  in 
their  entirety,  especially  the  provisions  govern¬ 
ing  permanent  rat-proofing  of  premises  and  the 
organised  and  regular1  destruction  of  rodents,  is 
not  given  the  consideration  compatible  with  the 
importance  of  the  matter. 

Cairns,  Townsville,  Mackay,  Rockhampton, 
Bundaberg,  Maryborough,  Gympie,  and  Ipswich 
are  carrying  out  rat  hunting  operations,  the 
results  of  which  are  reported  monthly  to  this 
Department.  Smears  are  forwarded  weekly  for 
bacteriological  examination  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Plague  Regulations. 

The  absence  of  modern  methods  of  'drainage 
disposal  is  responsible  for  many  drainage  nuis¬ 
ances.  In  a  number  of  towns  improvements  in 
this  respect  have  been  effected  by  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  sewers  and  concrete  street  channelling, 
but  the  work  accomplished  falls  far  short  of 
actual  requirements.  Financial  stress  is  at  pre¬ 
sent  a  great  obstacle  to  progress. 

All  seaside  resorts  and  camping  grounds  in  the 
south  and  north  coast  areas  were  subjected  to 
an  exhaustive  inspection  in  respect  to  the  accom¬ 
modation  provided  for  visitors  and  campers. 
Reports  and  recommendations  were  submitted  to 
the  Local  Authorities  concerned.  The  accommo¬ 
dation  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  more 
serious  attention  is  now  being  given  to  the 
requirements  necessary  for  the  ordinary  comfort 
of  visitors  and  campers.  A  number  of  Councils 
have  been  active  in  this  regard,  and  modern 
conveniences,  good  water  supply,  and  other 
necessities  have  been  provided. 


Southport  has  provided  up-to-date  brick  build¬ 
ings,  and  a  very  fine  camping  ground,  which  has 
been  cleared  and  levelled,  and  provided  with 
paths,  water  supply,  and  electric  light. 

The  Nerang  Shire  Council  has  demolished  the 
single  conveniences  at  Burleigh  Heads  and  in 
their  place  modern  brick  structures  have  been 
erected. 

At  Coolangatta  improvements  have  also  been 
executed  by  the  erection  of  new  closets  in  con¬ 
venient  positions.  A  new  substantial  building 
has  been  provided  for  ladies  at  King’s  Beach, 
Caloundra.  The  Council  have  under  considera¬ 
tion  the  erection  of  similar  structures  for  gentle¬ 
men,  as  well  as  additional  accommodation  at  the 
favourite  camping  and  bathing  beaches. 

Camp  regulations  have  been  submitted  for 
consideration. 

An  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  at  Tambo,  where 
28  eases  occurred,  was  investigated.  Exhaustive 
inquiries  and  a  house-to-house  visitation  failed 
to  trace  the  source  of  the  original  introduction, 
it  was  proved,  however,  that  very  mild  and 
unrecognised  cases  were  responsible  for  the  rapid 
spread  of  the  disease.  The  first  traceable  case 
was  that  of  a  schoolboy  who,  while  infectious, 
mixed  with  other  children  during  and  after 
school  hours,  many  of  the  latter  contacts  con¬ 
tracting  the  disease.  This  case  remained 
unrecognised  although  the  child  had  been  sick 
until  the  peeling  stage.  Home  isolation,  which 
was  a  feature  of  this  epidemic — more  than  half 
the  cases  being  nursed  at  home — proved  to  be  a 
secondary  cause  of  the  spread.  At  least  eight 
cases  were  definitely  traced  to  ineffective  home 
isolation.  In  many  Queensland  homes  it  is 
impossible  to  properly  isolate  an  infectious  case, 
and  therefore  infectious  cases  should  be  isolated 
in  hospital. 

At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  the  Council  had 
no  medical  officer  of  health,  hence  no  one  was 
responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  regula¬ 
tions.  A  medical  officer  of  health  has  since  been 
appointed. 

At  Alpha,  where  an  outbreak  of  diphtheiia 
occurred,  an  officer  of  the  Department  reported 
that  the  medical  officer  of  health  and  the 
inspector  had  taken  effective  measures  to  cope 
with  the  epidemic,  which  they  had  well  under 
control. 

i 

An  outbreak  of  typhoid  at  the  New  Chum 
Colliery,  Dinmore,  was  inquired  into,  and  the 
necessary  action  taken. 

An  inquiry  was  made  into  the  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  at  Redcliffe,  due  to  the  large  number  of 
nuisances  reported  by  the  local  inspector.  As  a 
result  of  the  inquiry  a  report  with  recommenda¬ 
tions  was  forwarded  to  the  Council  for  their 
consideration. 

A  conference  of  representatives  from  the 
Shires  of  Kilcoy,  Landsborough,  Caboolture,  and 
Pine,  and  the  Town  of  Redcliffe  was  held  at 
Caboolture  and  was  attended  by  an  officer  of 
this  Department.  The  conference  considered  the 
question  raised  by  this  Department  that  the  area 
was  too  large  for  one  inspector  to  control.  The 
matter  was  fully  discussed,  but  no  agreement  was 
reached  regarding  the  division  of  the  area. 
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The  pollution  of  the  Brisbane  River  at 
Luggage  Point  by  the  discharge  of  untreated 
sewage  was  kept  under  close  observation  during 
the  year.  Thirty-five  samples  of  river  water 
from  different  points  in  the  polluted  stream  were 
obtained  from  time  to  time  and  submitted  to  the 
Government  Analyst.  A  like  number  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and 
Pathology  for  examination.  The  Government 
Analyst’s  certificates  showed  that  all  the  samples 
were  composed  of  unoxidised  sewage,  while  the 
Bacteriologist’s  certificates  showed  very  high 
counts  of  micro-organisms,  and  the  presence  of 
B.  coli  (fecal) . 

Ten  samples  of  mud  taken  at  varying  distances 
of  200  to  1,800  yards  from  the  mouth  of  the 
sewer  were  also  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  All  samples  gave  a  very  high 
count  of  micro-organisms  and  showed  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  B.  coli  (fecal).  These  results  prove 
that  precipitation  of  fecal  matter  is  taking  place 
and  that  the  bed  of  the  river  in  this  particular 
area  is  becoming  highly  polluted. 

The  disposal  of  sawdust  from  nightsoil  pans, 
which  are  emptied  into  the  dump  at  Milton  and 
conveyed  by  the  sewers  to  the  disposal  plant  at 
Luggage  Point,  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
correspondence,  many  inspections,  reports,  con¬ 
ferences  with  and  promises  made  by  the  Brisbane 
City  Council,  but  no  action  has  resulted. 

The  sawdust,  after  settlement  in  a  tank  has 
taken  place,  is  conveyed  by  means  of  a  stream 
of  crude  sewage  on  to  low-lying  swampy  land, 
where  it  is  spread  and  levelled  out  without  any 
treatment  whatever.  This  method  of  disposing 
of  the  sewage-sodden  sawdust  is  a  very  crude, 
primitive,  and  insanitary  practice.  Samples  of 
sawdust  were  taken  at  various  spots;  two 
samples  were  taken  from  old  deposits,  one  from 
the  surface  and  the  other  3  inches  below  the 
surface.  All  samples  gave  a  very  high  count 
of  micro-organisms,  and  showed  the  presence  of 
JB.  coli  (fecal),  proving  that  in  this  material 
B.  coli  live  for  a  considerable  period  of  time  in 
spite  of  exposure  to  bright  sunshine.  By  reason 
of  “The  City  of  Brisbane  Act ,  1924,”  this 
Department  was  unable  to  effect  any  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  discharge  of  crude  sewage  into  the 
river  or  in  the  disposal  of  sewage-sodden  sawdust, 
despite  all  efforts  to  the  contrary. 

Archerfield  and  Kedron  sanitary  depots  have 
been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  reports 
thereon  submitted  to  the  Brisbane  City  Council. 

At  Maryborough  an  inquiry  was  made  into 
certain  sewerage  and  drainage  proposals.  A 
report  was  submitted  on  the  matter. 

Septic  tank  installations  and  drainage  matters 
at  Caboolture  were  reported  on  and  recommen¬ 
dations  made  to  the  Council. 

Coolangatta  and  Beaudesert  Local  Authorities 
were  called  upon  to  improve  the  refuse  removal 
service  by  providing  standard  refuse  bins  to  all 
premises. 

New  nightsoil  removal  services  have  been 
inaugurated  at  Biloela  (Banana  Shire),  Jan 
dowae  (Wambo  Shire),  Mirriwinni,  and  Paran- 
gelly  (Cairns  Shire).  New  sanitary  sites  were 
selected  at  Boonara  and  Surat. 

Water  supply  from  the  Lockyer  River  at 
Helidon  and  used  for  domestic  purposes  came 


under  suspicion.  Samples  were  procured  and 
submitted  for  examination.  Action  is  being 
taken  to  ensure  a  safe  supply.  Drainage  matters 
at  Helidon  were  also  investigated. 

Samples  of  water  direct  from  the  bore  at 
Muckadilla  were  submitted  to  the  bacteriologist 
for  examination.  His  report  showed  that  the 
bore  water  was  free  from  pathogenic  organisms. 
Doubts  which  had  arisen  regarding  the  purity 
of  this  water  were  thus  dispelled.  Improvements 
in  the  disposal  methods  of  the  drainage  from 
the  Muckadilla  Baths  were  recommended. 

An  inspection  of  the  cemetery  at  Rockhampton 
was  made  and  a  report  on  the  conditions,  with 
recommendations,  was  submitted  and  adopted. 

Improvements  in  the  sewerage  system  and  in 
the  disposal  methods  at  Roma  are  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

The  following  sanitary  contracts  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  approval — Gympie,  Bundaberg, 
Woodford,  D ’Aguilar,  Townsville,  Roma,  Chilla- 
goe-Mungana-Almaden,  Milliner  ran,  Livingstone 
Shire,  Ilfracombe,  Wallumbilla,  Yeulba,  Lowood, 
Coominya,  Linville-Moore. 

The  following  by-laws  were  submitted  for 
approval: — Wambo  Shire,  Proserpine  Shire, 
Burrum  Shire,  Town  of  Bowen. 

Cyaniding  of  the  following  boats  was  carried 
out : — ‘  ‘  Matthew  Flinders,  ”  ‘  ‘  Seal,  ”  “  Dugong,  ’  ’ 
“Bonito,”  and  also  a  ward  at  Diamantina 
Hospital. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  the  Departmental 
rat  gang  was  reorganised,  and  their  operations 
extended  along  the  lines  of  communication,  and 
the  area  now  worked  embraces  the  following 
railway  lines: — Beenleigh,  Ipswich,  Caboolture, 
Cleveland,  and  Sandgate. 

The  following  operations  which  have  been  kept 
under  supervision  have  been  carried  out : — 


Poison — 

Lb.  Lb. 

Manufactured 

.  668 

Sold  to  Local  Authorities 

.  .  361 

Sold  to  public 

14 

Used  for  baits 

.  .  238 

In  stock 

55 

568 

Baits  Laid  by  Department' s  Gang. 

River  walls 

.  .  269,050 

Wharves  .  . 

.  .  37,800 

Railway  premises 

.  .  100,000 

Government  buildings  .  . 

.  .  46,000 

Meatworks 

.  .  58,500 

Other  premises  .  . 

6,700 

Total 

.  .  .  .  518,050 

544  4-lb.  loaves,  were  used. 

Number  of  Rodents  Examined  at  Laboratory . 

Rats.  Mice. 

By  Department’s  gang  .  .  D49  .  .  6 

By  Council’s  gangs  .  .  .  .  37,186  .  .  1,447 


Total  ..  ..38,135  ..  1,453 


39,588 


Number  of  Rodents  Caught  but  not  Examined. 


Rats. 

Mice. 

By  Department’s  gang 

By  Council’s  gangs  .  . 

679  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  5,098  . 

214 

Total 

. .  5,777  . 

214 

5,991 


14 


Hotel  Sanitation. 

A  marked  improvement  has  been  effected  in 
hotel  sanitation  and  management  during  the 
period  under  review.  Practically  all  orders  and 
instructions  given  by  the  licensing  inspectors  to 
owners  and  licensees  have  been  carried  out. 

The  inspectors  have  endeavoured  to  main¬ 
tain  the  prescribed  standard  of  hotel  organisation 
as  laid  down  in  the  Liquor  Act  and  Regulations, 
and  have  insisted  specially  on  the  prescribed 
standard  of  accommodation  being  provided. 
Travellers  have  expressed  their  appreciation  of 
the  better  conditions  which  now  prevail,  and  it 
is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  the  written  complaints 
so  often  received  in  the  past  have  now  almost 
entirely  ceased. 

A  number  of  hotels  have  been  and  others  are 
being  rebuilt  and  extensively  reconstructed,  and 
in  others  additions  and  alterations  are  being 
executed. 

Particulars  of  Inspections. 


Number  of  hotels — • 


Inspected 

590 

Objections  lodged 

201 

Re -inspected  .  . 

116 

Analysis  of  objections- — • 

Bedrooms 

111 

Bathrooms 

124 

E.C.’s  and  W.C.’s  . 

56 

Urinals 

83 

Drainage  and  septic  tanks 

52 

Water  supply  .  . 

14 

Miscellaneous  .  . 

86 

Toowoomba  and  District. 

The  inspector  in  charge  of  this  area  reports 

the  following  particulars  for  the  year  ended 

30th  June,  1930 : — 

Inspections — Town  and  Country. 

Number  of — 

Inspections 

1,925 

Official  calls 

69 

Total 

1,994 

Number  of — 

Nuisances 

53 

Sanitary  depots 

26 

Rubbish  tips  .  . 

37 

Towns  and  townships  visited 

58 

Miles  travelled  outside  headquarters 

area — By  car,  6841  miles  ;  by  train. 

1,546  miles. 

The  greatest  advance  in  the  sanitary 

economy 

of  the  Local  Authorities  areas  inspected  by  the 

writer  during  the  year  just  closed  is 

evinced 

within  the  Rosalie  Shire.  A  few  years 

ago  this 

area  was  perhaps  the  most  backward  in  public 
health  administration,  but  since  the  appointment 
of  a  certificated  health  inspector,  sanitary  services 
under  section  63  of  “ The  Health  Acts,  1900  to 
1922,”  have  been  established  in  no  less  than 
eight  small  centres  in  this  area.  The  foregoing 
is  not  the  only  Local  Authority  where  there  is 
a  steady  progress  to  be  observed,  for  in  all  cases 
allocated  to  the  charge  of  a  qualified  health 
inspector  similar  improvement  is  to  be  noted. 

Considerable  improvement  in  public  health 
matters  has  been  attained  at  the  City  of  War¬ 
wick.  The  one-time  insanitary  street  water- 
tables  have  been  done  away  with  and  replaced 
with  modern  sanitary  street  water-channelling 
and  kerbing.  The  Silverwoocl  Water  Supply  was 
officially  opened  during  the  year,  and  thereby 


the  Condamine  River  supply,  with  its  menace  to 
the  health  of  the  people  of  Warwick,  has  been 
replaced. 

At  Dalby  the  main  thoroughfare  has  been 
remade  with  the  usual  concrete  channelling  and 
kerbing. 

The  Toowoomba  City  Council  is  keeping  well 
to  the  fore  in  the  administration  of  public  health 
matters. 

Sanitary  surveys  were  carried  out  in  57  towns 
and  townships. 

Hotel  Sanitation. 


Number  of  Hotels— 

Inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  151 

Objections  lodged  .  .  .  .  .  .  99 

Reinspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  81 

Improvements  ordered — 

Bedrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  210 

Bathrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  93 

E.C.’s  and  W.C.'s  .  .  ....  85 

Urinals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

Drainage  and  septic  tanks  .  .  .  .  60 

Water  supply  .  .  . .  .  .  63 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  195 


The  question  of  an  adequate  water  supply  to 
country  hotels  is  an  all-important  matter  for 
consideration.  The  present  practice  of  relying 
upon  roof-collected  rain  water  stored  in 
galvanised  iron  tanks  is  not  only  altogether 
inadequate  but  is  open  to  contamination,  thereby 
directly  prejudicing  the  health  of  those  depend¬ 
ing  upon  it  for  dietetic  purposes. 

One  new  hotel  has  been  erected  at  Stanthorpe 
and  another  at  Witheott.  The  plans  of  the 
sanitary  installations  at  both  of  these  hotels  were 
supervised  and  approved  of  by  the  Chief 
Inspector,  and  in  this  respect  particularly,  a 
distinct  advance  has  been  gained  in  the  appoint¬ 
ments  to  the  hotels.  The  hotel  at  Stanthorpe  is 
a  first-class  town  house,  and  it  has  been  built  to 
a  high  standard  of  architecture,  both  as  regards 
the  aesthetic  and  utilitarian  requirements. 
Witheott  Hotel  is  only  a  wayside  place,  yet  it 
lias  been  built  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
Liquor  Act  requirements,  and  may  be  cited  as 
a  suitable  model  structure. 

Rockhampton  and  District. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  this  area  has  furnished 
the  following  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out 
in  his  area  for  the  year  ended  30th  June. 

Sanitation. 

Number  of — - 


Inspections 

398 

Official  calls 

62 

Nuisances 

14 

Sanitary  depots 

20 

Rubbish  tips  .  . 

19 

Towns  and  townships  visited 

35 

Miles  travelled.  . 

..  2,182 

In  addition  to  other  duties,  attention  has  been 
given  to  matters  of  general  sanitation  within  the 
city  of  Rockhampton  since  my  appointmet  to 
the  sub-office,  particularly  as  regards  hotels. 

Conditions  at  the  sanitary  depots  continue  to 
progress,  due  to  the  very  efficient  system  in  opera¬ 
tion. 

The  question  of  drainage  in  this  town  is  one 
which  comes  continually  before  the  Department, 
and,  owing  to  the  extensive  nature  of  the  various 
problems  which  require  to  be  undertaken,  much 
money  and  time  will  need  to  be  spent  before  any 
considerable  improvement  will  be  noticeable. 


15 


However,  the  street  water  channels,  concrete 
and  otherwise,  are  being  continually  dealt  with, 
and  steady  progress  is  being  made. 

The  water  supply  for  the  town  is  one  which 
is  worthy  of  mention.  The  filtration  and  treat¬ 
ment  works  are  constructed  and  operated  on 
most  modern  and  hygienic  principles.  The  water 
is  treated  with  a  solution  of  alum  and  lime  pre¬ 
vious  to  passing  through  the  sand  filtration 
chambers.  The  sand  filters'  are  cleaned  periodi¬ 
cally  by  means  of  the  reversible  water  flow 
system. 

The  question  of  the  installation  of  a  refuse 
removal  service  for  the  towns  of  Barealcline  and 
Clermont  was  again  referred  to  the  Local 
Authorities  concerned  for  consideration.  Cer¬ 
tain  recommendations  were  also  made  for  the 
improvement  of  conditions  at  the  sanitary  and 
rubbish  depot  at  Blackall,  Alpha,  Blair  Athol, 
and  Gladstone. 

Hotel  Sanitation. 


Number  of  hotels — 

Inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  152 

Objections  lodged  .  .  .  .  .  .  64 

Re-inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Improvements  ordered — 

Bedrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Bathrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

E.C.’s  and  W.C.’s  .  13 

Urinals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Drainage  and  septic  tanks  .  .  .  .  14 

Water  supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 


Renewals  of  licenses  have  been  granted  to  all 
except  four  (4)  and  these  have  been  held  up  by 
the  Court  pending  the  completion  of  rather 
extensive  alterations  which  are  now  on  hand. 

When  in  the  various  Licensing  Districts  the 
inspections  were  carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
the  Police  Licensing  Inspectors,  who  rendered 
every  assistance  desired,  and  who  expressed 
their  willingness  to  have  the  necessary  matters 
rectified  without  any  unnecessary  overlapping. 


Mackay  and  District. 


The  following  particulars  for  the  year  in 
review  are  furnished  by  the  inspector  stationed 
at  Mackay : — 

Sanitation. 

Number  of — 


Inspections 
Official  calls 
Nuisances 
Sanitary  depots 
Rubbish  tips  .  . 
Towns  visited  .  . 
Miles  travelled .  . 
Towns  visited  .  . 


1,733 

83 

158 

12 

16 

36 
521 

37 


Sanitation  matters  in  the  whole  of  the  Mackay 
district  have  improved.  No  extensive  works 
have  been  undertaken  during  the  year.  Long 
lengths  of  street  channelling  have  been  laid  down, 
thus  improving  the  drainage  of  the  town.  A 
number  of  septic  tanks  have  been  installed  in 
private  and  hotel  premises. 

The  sanitary  depot  at  Marian  is  now  in  good 
order,  and  the  necessity  for  a  new  depot  no 
longer  exists  as  a  large  area  of  good  sandy  soil 
has  been  located  in  the  existing  depot.  All 
sanitary  depots  and  refuse  tips  in  the  district 
are  in  good  order. 


An  inspection  of  drainage  arrangements  and 
the  condition  of  the  grounds  of  the  Mackay  State 
School  (Girls)  has  resulted  in  a  new  system  of 
concrete  channelling  being  laid  down  and  all 
depressions  filled  in  and  the  ground  levelled  off. 

Hotel  Sanitation. 


Number  of  hotels — 

Inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  56 

Objections  lodged  .  .  . .  .  .  36 

Hotels  re-inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Improvements  effected — 

Bedrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Bathrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  14 

E.C.’s .  12 

Urinals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Water  supply  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  4 

Repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Cleansing  kitchens  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 


Strict  conformity  with  the  regulations  has  not 
been  enforced  in  every  case,  due  in  large  measure 
to  the  shortness  of  the  crushing  season  last  year 
and  the  long  slack  period.  The  majority  of 
owners  and  licensees  are  doing  their  best  under 
adverse  circumstances  to  keep  up  to  the  regu¬ 
lations. 


Townsville  and  District. 

The  following  particulars  for  the  year  ended 
the  30th  June,  1930,  are  furnished  by  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  Townsville  office : — 


Sanitation . 

Number  of— 

Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,500 

Official  calls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  124 

Total  . 1,624 

Number  of — 

Nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  80 

Sanitary  depots  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Rubbish  depots  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Towns  and  townships  visited  .  .  38 

Miles  travelled .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4, 1 90 


Sanitary  conditions  in  the  places  visited  were 
mostly  of  a  good  standard ;  in  a  few  instances 
small  improvements  have  been  suggested. 

The  sanitary  depot  at  Townsville  has  been 
moved  to  a  site  a  considerable  distance  further 
away  from  the  residential  part  of  the  city  and 
the  work  is  now  being  carried  out  by  contract 
instead  of  by  the  Council  as  formerly. 

Hotel  Sanitation. 


Number  of  hotels- — 

Inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  175 

Objections  lodged  . .  .  .  .  .  84 

Re-inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  150 

Improvements  ordered  in- — 

Bedrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Bathrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

E.C.’s  and  W.C.’s  .  35 

Urinals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Drainage  and  septic  tanks  .  .  .  .  23 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 


Generally  the  sanitation  of  the  hotels  is  fairly 
good,  although  in  some  places  it  is  not  what 
might  be  desired  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
drainage  facilities. 

The  Seaview  Hotel,  Townsville,  has  been 
rebuilt  after  being  burned  down.  The  new  hotel 
is  a  substantial  structure  and  well  equipped  from 
a  sanitation  point  of  view;  W.C.’s  and  septic 
tanks  have  been  installed  in  nine  additional 
hotels  in  the  main  part  of  the  city  of  Townsville, 
so  that  the  hotels  catering  for  the  travelling 
public  are  vastly  improved. 


16 


Cairns  and  District. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  this  area  has  furnished 
the  following  particulars  for  the  year  under 


review : — ■ 

Sanitation. 

Number  of — 

Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..  2,762 

Official  calls  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Sanitary  depots  inspected  .  .  .  .  32 

Rubbish  tips  inspected  .  .  .  .  41 

Miles  travelled.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,521 

Towns  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 


An  improvement  in  many  sanitary  depots  was 
observed  during  the  year,  but  there  are  still  some 
which  fall  short  of  the  required  standard.  In 
many  instances  the  plant  is  not  up-to-date, 
thereby  handicapping  the  workmen  in  rendering 
a  satisfactory  service. 

The  rubbish  tips  in  the  city  of  Cairns  are 
well  kept,  but  in  the  country  townships  there 
is  room  for  considerable  improvement. 

Hotel  Sanitation. 


Number  of  hotels — 

Inspected  .  .  .  .  .  •  • •  76 

Objected  to  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  73 

Re-inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  5 

Improvements  ordered — 

Bedrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  62 

Bathrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  51 

E.C.’s  and  W.C.’s  .  63 

Urinals  .  .  . .  •  •  •  •  45 

Drainage  anil  septic  tanks  .  .  .  .  6 

Water  supply  .  .  •  •  •  •  Nil 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  30 


Food  and  Drugs. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1929-30  the  work  of 
enforcing  the  provisions  of  Part  VI.  of  the 
Health  Acts  (Pure  Foods  and  Drugs),  the 
Health  (Fish  Supply)  Regulations,  Milksellers’ 
Regulations,  and  Footwear  Regulations  has  been 
systematically  carried  out  by  officers  of  head¬ 
quarters’  staff,  Brisbane,  and  officers  in  charge 
of  the  Department’s  sub-offices  at  Cairns,  Towns¬ 
ville,  Mackay,  Rockhampton,  and  Toowoomba. 

Headquarters. 

In  addition  to  their  routine  duties  in  and 
around  the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area,  officers 
of  headquarters  staff  have  paid  visits  of  inspec¬ 
tion  in  the  above  connection  to  131  outside  cities 
and  towns. 

Fish  Supply. — The  control  of  the  city  fish 
supply  has  rested  in  the  hands  of  two  full-time 
inspectors  who  have  attended  early  morning  and 
mid-day  sales  at  the  City  Fish  Market,  visited 
wholesale  and  retail  fishmongers’  premises  and 
fishshops,  and  examined  on  board  ship  and  on 
the  wharves  consignments  of  cured  fish  arriving 
in  the  port  of  Brisbane  from  overseas. 

These  two  officers  between  them  have,  during 
the  period  under  review,  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  81  tons  15  cwt.  2  qr.  and 
11  lb.  of  assorted  fish,  besides  which  there  were 
condemned  upon  arrival  at  the  Fish  Mjarket  1,780 
sand  crabs  and  217  mud  crabs,  the  majority  of 
which  were  dead  upon  arrival. 

Milk  Supply. — During  the  past  fiscal  year  the 
control  of  milk  in  the  metropolitan  area  lias  been 
rendered  more  efficient  by  the  provision  of 
greater  motor  transport  facilities.  This  has 


enabled  officers  to  direct  closer  attention,  not 
only  to  the  sampling  of  milk  supplies,  both 
chemically  and  bacteriologically,  but  also  to  the 
premises  of  the  various  vendors. 

Two  officers  have  been  specially  detailed  for 
the  duty  of  controlling  the  milk  supply,  and 
have  thus  been  able  to  perform  a  much  larger 
amount  of  sampling,  and  so  exercise  a  closer 
supervision  of  the  milk  supply  than  formerly  was 
possible. 

This  work  can  be  split  into  three  sections: — 

(a)  Milk  sampling  for  chemical  purposes. 

(b)  Milk  sampling  for  bacteriological  pur¬ 
poses. 

(c)  Inspection  of  premises,  vehicles,  &c. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  samples  sub¬ 
mitted  by  officers  of  headquarters  staff  for 
chemical  analysis  was  1,117.  Of  this  number, 
1,044  were  obtained  in  Brisbane  and  its  environs, 
Ipswich,  Sandgate,  Redcliffe,  Wynnum,  and 
Manly. 

Metropolitan  officers  on  tour  obtained  73 
samples  in  Bundaberg,  Charleville,  Coolangatta, 
Gympie,  Howard,  Maryborough,  Pialba,  and 
Roma. 

The  metropolitan  samples  were  obtained  from 
a  wide  range,  all  avenues  of  the  milk  supply 
being  closely  watched.  This  has  necessitated 
inspection  and  sampling  of  milk  supplies  by  rail, 
road,  and  motor  transport.  In  many  instances 
check  samples  have  been  taken  unofficially  and 
legal  samples  obtained  when  the  unofficial  sample 
has  fallen  below  the  standard.  In  this  connection 
it  may  be  emphasised  that  such  procedure  in  a 
large  measure  accounts  for  the  apparently  high 
percentage  of  adulterated  milk  samples  obtained. 
A  similar  method  has  been  followed  in  regard  to 
milk  samples  obtained  for  bacteriological 
analysis.  Unofficial  samples  have  been  obtained, 
and,  where  bacterial  counts  have  been  above  the 
standard,  legal  samples  have  been  taken  from 
the  suppliers. 

During  the  fiscal  year  439  unofficial  samples 
were  taken,  and  26  official  samples  were  obtained 
as  a  consequence.  The  results  of  examinations 
of  the  unofficial  samples  may  be  tabulated  as 
follows — - 

Obtained  .  .  .  .  439 

Passed  .  .  .  .  337  or  76-77  per  cent. 

Failed  .  .  .  .  102  or  23-23  per  cent. 


Of  the  number  that  passed  the  following  were 
the  results : — 


Under — ■ 

10,000 

50,000 

100,000 

500,000 

1,000,000 


12  or  2-73  per  cent. 
66  or  15-03  per  cent. 
125  or  28-47  per  cent. 
277  or  63-1  percent. 
337  or  76-77  per  cent. 


Of  the  legal  samples  obtained  there  were  nine 
that  did  not  comply  with  the  standard. 

One  consignor  who  was  slightly  above  the  pre¬ 
scribed  standard  was  warned,  and  the  remaining 
eight  were  proceeded  against  and  convictions 
secured. 

Penalties  amounting  to  fines  £37  and  costs 
£18  4s.  were  imposed  by  the  magistrates. 

Particular  care  has  been  taken  by  our  officers 
to  advise  the  dairyman  of  his  faults  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  means  necessary  to  secure  the  clean¬ 
liness  of  the  supply,  and  there  should  now  be 
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no  excuse  for  any  dairyman  failing  to  conform 
to  requirements  of  the  bacteriological  standard. 

During  the  year  premises  of  milksellers  other 
than  dairymen  came  under  review,  and  it  was 
found  possible  to  visit  a  large  percentage  of  these 
vendors.  In  many  instances  it  was  discovered 
that  the  Milksellers’  Regulations  were  not  being 
observed,  and  the  necessary  action  was  taken. 
In  most  instances  the  required  improvement  was 
effected.  With  the  advent  of  the  new  Milk¬ 
sellers’  Regulations  it  is  anticipated  that  a  still 
further  improvement  will  be  effected  in  the 
general  handling  of  the  milk  supply. 

Legal  samples  of  milk  submitted  from  all 
sources  by  the  Department’s  Inspectors  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  chemical  analysis  total  1,414,  of  which 
number  1,151  passed. 

Relative  to  the  samples  reported  adulterated 
with  added  water,  the  Government  Analyst’s 
report  discloses  that  the  percentage  works  out 
at  6-5  per  cent,  as  against  11-9  per  cent,  in  the 
previous  year.  Milk  prosecutions  by  inspectors 
of  headquarters  staff,  totalling  32  cases,  were 
instituted  against  milksellers  in  Brisbane, 
Ipswich,  Roma,  Charleville,  Coolangatta,  Bunda- 
berg,  and  Maryborough,  and  a  conviction  secured 
in  each  instance.  Penalties,  amounting  to  fines 
£306  15s.  6d.  and  costs  £47  18s.  10d.,  being 
inflicted  by  the  magistrates.  This  works  out  at 
an  average  fine  of  £9  11s.  8d.  and  average  costs 
£1  9s.  lid,  per  case. 

In  three  instances  prosecutions  were  with¬ 
drawn  owing  to  the  milksellers  wholesale  sup¬ 
pliers  being  found  responsible. 

Liquor  Inspection. — The  inspection  of  hotels 
and  of  the  liquor  sold  therein  has  been  systema¬ 
tically  conducted  by  inspectors  of  headquarters 
staff  in  the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area  and  in 
certain  country  districts.  During  the  year  nine 
prosecutions  for  the  sale  of  spirits  adulterated 
with  added  water  over  and  above  the  prescribed 
limit  were  undertaken  by  such  officers,  and  a 
conviction  obtained  in  each  case.  The  total 
penalties  inflicted  were — Fines  £68  and  costs 
£11  Is.  6d.,  working  out  at  an  average  fine  of 
£7  11s.  Id.  and  average  costs  £1  4s.  7d.  per 
case. 

Only  one  case  occurred  in  Brisbane,  the  other 
eight  prosecutions  being  against  country  hotel- 
keepers. 

On  the  whole  our  officers  ’  reports  disclose  that 
hotels  visited  were  found  well  conducted  and 
kept,  and  that  liquors  in  stock  were  of  good 
average  quality.  In  certain  instances,  however, 
evidence  of  refilling  proprietary  brand  bottles 
was  observed  and  cautions  issued.  Inspection 
by  our  officers,  under  the  Licensing  Act,  has  had 
considerable  effect  in  improving  hotel  conditions, 
more  particular^  in  the  direction  of  sanitary 
arrangements  and  furnishing. 

In  addition  to  hotel  inspection,  our  officers 
have  also  exerpised  supervision  over  wholesale 
wine  and  spirit  merchants’  premises  and  stock 
as  well  as  wine  shops. 

Miscellaneous  Prosecutions. — Headquarters  in¬ 
spectors  undertook  22  prosecutions  under  the 
above  heading  in  Brisbane  and  certain  country 
areas  during  the  year,  and  were  successful  in 
each  instance.  The  total  penalties  imposed 
totalled — Fines  £76  12s.  and  costs  £19  Os.  6d., 


being  an  average  fine  of  £3  9s.  7d.  and  average 
costs  17s.  3d.  per  case. 

These  cases  include  prosecutions  for  the 
offences  of  carrying  water  on  a  milk  cart,  selling 
shortweight  bread,  failing  to  have  a  lid  on  a 
milk-can,  having  dirty  premises,  selling  falsely 
described  articles,  selling  adulterated  minced 
meat,  selling  adulterated  margarine,  failing  to 
protect  food  from  contamination,  using  premises 
in  direct  communication  with  a  sleeping  apart¬ 
ment,  handling  food  for  sale  when  suffering 
from  venereal  disease,  &c.  In  the  ease  of  the 
adulterated  minced  meat  the  offence  consisted 
in  the  use  of  a  chemical  preservative  (sulphur 
dioxide)  which  is  not  permitted  by  the  Food  and 
Drug  Regulations  in  such  substance. 

Contaminated  Vegetables. — In  spite  of  cau¬ 
tions  and  advice  given  by  inspectors  of  this 
Department  and  officers  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Stock  concerning  the  use  of 
lead  arsenate  on  vegetables,  a  number  of  growers 
persisted  in  sending  cabbages  contaminated  with 
such  poison  to  the  markets  for  sale.  As  a  result, 
heavy  seizures  of  contaminated  cabbages  occurred 
upon  the  arrival  of  such  goods  in  the  City,  and 
in  seven  instances  application  for  forfeiture  was 
made  to  the  magistrates  and  an  order  obtained 
in  each  instance.  Since  then  cabbages  have  been 
arriving  in  a  clean  condition. 

In  the  cabbages  reported  upon  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Analyst,  arsenic  was  found  present  in 
amount  ranging  from  3-2  to  9-3  grains  per 
cabbage. 

Sampling. — A  grand  total  of  2,748  samples 
of  foods,  drugs,  poisons,  &c.,  was  submitted  for 
analysis  by  or  through  this  Department.  Of 
this  number  1,511  were  legal  samples  obtained 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Health  Acts,  while  1,237  were  unofficial 
samples  submitted  by  officers  for  investigatory 
purposes.  The  whole  will  be  dealt  with  in  detail 
in  the  Government  Analyst  ’s  report. 

General  Inspection. — Inspections  carried  out 
by  officers  of  headquarters  staff  have  included 
visits  to  warehouses,  general  stores,  bakehouses, 
butcheries,  beverage  factories,  food  factories, 
hotels,  refreshment-rooms,  restaurants,  chemists’ 
shops,  auction  marts,  markets,  and  pie-stalls. 

Attention  has  also  been  paid  to  the  condition 
of  vehicles  in  which  food  for  sale  is  carried. 

Bakehouses. — The  greater  portion  of  the  bake¬ 
houses  in  the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area  were 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  in  numerous 
instances  extensive  improvements  were  carried 
out  as  the  result,  while  in  some  cases  our  officer 
required  new  bakehouses  to  be  constructed. 

During  these  visits  inquiries  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  use  of  certain  mineral  oils, 
which  it  was  stated  were  being  used  for  greasing 
dough-mixing  machines,  troughs,  tins,  &c.  In 
one  instance  only  was  the  use  of  mineral  oil  for 
such  purposes  observed  by  our  inspector,  who 
reports  that  the  substance  in  most  common  use 
was  raw  maize  oil. 

TJnsound  Foods. — Food  material  of  a  total 
weight  of  44  tons  3  cwt.  2  qr.  23  lb.  was  removed 
from  sale  and  disposed  of  under  the  supervision 
of  officers  of  headquarters  staff  during  the  year 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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In  addition  to  the  goods  above  specified  there 
were  considerable  quantities  of  deteriorated  or 
perished  cigars,  cigarettes,  patent  medicines,  &c., 
of  no  specified  weight  destroyed  as  unsaleable. 

Bacteriological  Samples. — The  samples  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  during 
the  year  include — 


Water  (potability)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84 

Oysters  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  21 

Milk  (count)  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  350 

Water  (count)  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Milk  .  6 

Ice-cream  and  ices  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Cream  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  16 

Ice  blocks  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  3 

Bread  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Coffee  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Disinfectants- — - 

Coefficient  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  10 

Examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 


Total . 539 


Poisons. — Officers  of  headquarters  staff  have 
carried  out  inspections  under  the  Poisons  Regu¬ 
lations  in  the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area  and 
in  all  country  towns  visited  by  them  when  on 
tour. 

During  the  fiscal  year  four  persons  were  prose¬ 
cuted  for  breaches  of  the  Poisons  Regulations 
and  a  conviction  obtained  in  each  instance.  The 
penalties  inflicted  total— Fines  £54,  and  costs 
£1  11s.  6d.,  being  an  average  fine  of  £10  16s.  and 
average  costs  of  15s.  9d.  per  case. 

Poisons  Regulations. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  the  Poisons  Regu¬ 
lations  of  1924  were  amended  by  the  inclusion  in 
Poisons  Schedule  No.  1,  First  Part,  of  Acidum 
Phenylcinchoninieum — whether  described  as 
Quinophan,  Phenoquin,  Atophan,  Agotan,  or 
any  other  trade  name,  mark,  or  designation. 
The  said  substance  was  also  included  in  the  list 
of  specially  restricted  drugs  specified  in  Regu¬ 
lation  No.  21  of  the  said  Regulations,  which  in 
effect  means  that  this  drug  can  now  be  sold  only 
upon  the  prescription  of  a  registered  medical 
practitioner. 

Dangerous  Drugs. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Poisons  Regulations 
1924  do  not  confer  sufficient  power  upon  Police 
officers  over  criminals  and  others  dealing  in 
dangerous  drugs,  or  found  with  same  in  their 
possession,  and  that  the  penalties  provided  in 
such  Regulations  are  inadequate  for  this  parti¬ 
cular  class  of  offence,  the  Department  has  sub¬ 
mitted  certain  proposed  amendments  of  the 
Health  Acts  to  the  Minister  for  approval. 

In  the  suggested  amendments  fines  up  to  £500 
are  provided  and/or  imprisonment  with  or  with¬ 
out  hard  labour  up  to  two  years.  Power  is  also 
given  to  Police  officers  enabling  them  to  arrest 
without  warrant  any  person  found  in  unlawful 
possession  of  any  dangerous  drug. 

The  particular  drugs  in  the  list  are  Morphine, 
Cocaine,  Ecgonine,  Diamorphine,  Opium,  Opium 
Charcoal,  Coca  Leaves,  and  Indian  Hemp. 


Poisons  Sellers. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  number  of  persons  appearing  upon  the 
Department’s  list  of  registered  dealers  in 
poisons : — 

General  dealers  in  poisons  .  .  . .  .  .  153 

Wholesale  dealers  in  poisons  .  .  . .  98 

Dealers  in  agricultural  and  horticultural 

poisons  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  238 

Dealers  in  photographic  poisons  .  .  . .  6 

Total  . .  . .  . .  .  .  495 

Cyanide  op  Potassium. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  sale  and  use  of 
cyanide  of  potassium  and  poisonous  compounds 
of  cyanogen  have  been  strictly  enforced  through¬ 
out  the  entire  State  during  the  year,  and  it  is  not 
now  possible  for  any  person  to  obtain  such  poison 
otherwise  than  upon  the  production  to  the  seller 
of  an  order  from  a  Police  officer  who  issues  same 
only  when  satisfied  as  to  the  bona  fides  of  the 
applicant. 

In  the  case  of  cyanide  required  for  the  purpose 
of  fumigating  dwellings,  warehouses,  stores,  &e., 
it  is  further  required  that  the  applicant  shall 
produce  the  written  authority  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner,  which  is  not  granted  until  the  applicant 
has  produced  satisfactory  proof  as  to  his  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience  in  such  connection. 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Regula¬ 
tions,  which  prescribe  that  pasteurised  milk  shall 
be  heated  to  a  temperature  of  at  least  142 
degrees  F.  and  not  higher  than  145  degrees  F. 
for  a  period  of  at  least  thirty  minutes  in  pas¬ 
teurising  apparatus  approved  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioner,  and  immediately  after  such  treatment 
cooled  down  to  a  temperature  not  higher  than 
50  degrees  F.,  have  been  rigidly  enforced  by  the 
Department’s  officers,  who  have  refused  all  appli¬ 
cations  for  permission  to  treat  such  milk  in 
any  other  manner  or  to  allow  its  manufacture  to 
be  conducted  upon  premises  not  strictly  in 
accord  with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations 
or  which  are  unprovided  with  proper  mechanical 
bottling  and  capping  facilities  for  containers. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  only  one  firm 
carrying  on  the  business  of  preparing  pasteurised 
milk  for  sale  in  the  city  of  Brisbane,  and  the 
greater  part  of  its  output  of  such  article  is  in 
bottles.  Another  firm  sends  pasteurised  milk 
to  the  city  in  bulk  from  a  country  centre  to  direct 
consumers  who  use  same  in  large  quantity. 

Under  the  Milksellers’  Regulations  the 
bottling  of  milk  in  any  street  or  open  place,  or 
upon  any  premises  not  previously  approved  by 
an  inspector,  is  prohibited  and  every  care  has 
been  taken  by  the  Department’s  officers  to  secure 
observance  of  the  law  in  this  respect. 

A  series  of  samples  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk 
obtained  from  shops  situated  in  close  proximity 
to  State  Schools  in  the  Brisbane  metropolitan 
area  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  by  our  inspectors  during  the  year  and 
found  to  conform  to  the  standard. 

Confectionery. 

During  the  year  the  appareance  upon  the  local 
market  of  certain  lines  of  confectionery  flavoured 
with  nlcoliolic  liquors  or  flavoured  with  essences 
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closely  resembling  alcoholic  liquors,  and  named 
to  indicate  the  presence  of  such  liquors,  caused 
the  Department  to  investigate  the  matter  and  to 
review  its  standard  for  such  article. 

As  a  result  of  the  examination  of  a  number 
of  samples  of  sweets  of  this  description,  it  was 
decided  that  the  allowance  of  1  per  cent,  of 
alcohol,  permitted  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Regu¬ 
lations  to  be  present  in  confectionery,  was  much 
too  high,  no  samples  having  been  found 
approaching  this  proportion.  A  fresh  standard 
was  therefore  presented  to  the  Minister  for 
approval,  in  which  the  percentage  of  alcohol  was 
reduced  to  0-5  per  cent,  (to  provide  for  flavour¬ 
ings  which  have  to  be  used  in  alcoholic  solution) 
and  prohibiting  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  them¬ 
selves  as  flavouring  agents. 

When  the  standard  was  originally  framed  the 
allowance  of  1  per  cent,  of  alcohol  was  made  to 
cover  the  presence  of  such  substance  used  only 
in  the  form  of  ordinary  flavouring  essence,  and 
it  was  most  certainly  never  contemplated  that 
advantage  would  be  taken  of  such  concession  to 
substitute  alcoholic  liquors  such  as  rum,  brandy, 
whisky,  or  gin,  the  presence  of  which  is  undesir¬ 
able  in  that  they  would  tend  to  educate  children 
to  a  taste  for  such  liquors  per  medium  of 
confectionery. 

In  the  standard  as  amended,  it  is  provided  that 
confectionery  shall  not  be  flavoured  with  wine, 
whisky,  brandy,  rum,  gin,  or  other  alcoholic 
liquor,  or  with  any  flavour  which  is  described 
as  or  resembles,  indicates,  or  suggests  any 
alcoholic  liquor.  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
newly-drafted  regulation,  it  is  further  laid  down 
that  no  term  or  expression  shall  be  used  in  any 
label  or  advertisement  relating  to  confectionery 
which  suggests  the  name,  presence,  or  flavour 
therein  of  any  alcoholic  liquor. 

Ice  Cream  and  Frozen  Dainties. 

The  advent  of  a  company  carrying  on  a  large 
business  on  up-to-date  lines  in  ideal  surroundings 
has  done  much  to  improve  conditions  generally 
in  the  ice-cream  trade  in  the  metropolitan  area. 
In  such  district  very  few  small  ice-cream  makers 
now  remain,  and  those  that  do,  carry  on  under 
the  prescribed  conditions.  The  trade  in  wrapped 
and  packed  ice-cream  is  on  the  increase  and  the 
number  of  cart  vendors  declining. 

During  the  year  it  came  under  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  notice  that  a  number  of  small  shops 
having  mechanical  refrigerators  on  the  premises 
were  selling  frozen  fruit  drinks  and  various  other 
frozen  dainties  prepared  therein  to  school 
children  and  others.  The  question  then  arose  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  material  of  the  trays  and 
moulds  in  which  such  articles  were  frozen  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  contents  were 
handled  by  the  seller.  Specimens  of  the  trays 
and  moulds  of  all  makes  of  apparatus  in  use 
were  removed  by  the  inspectors  and  submitted 
to  the  Government  Chemical  Laboratory  for 
examination,  with  the  result  that  all  wrere 
reported  free  from  lead  .or  any  other  injurious 
metal. 

In  the  matter  of  handling,  however,  a  number 
of  changes  had  to  be  made — in  certain  instances 
direct  handling  being  prohibited  and  wrapping 
insisted  upon. 


Beer  Pipes. 

The  law  relating  to  the  use  of  pipes  made 
wholly  or  in  part  of  lead  for  drawing  beer  for 
sale  has  been  rigidly  enforced  throughout  the 
entire  State  during  the  year. 

In  one  Northern  district  area  it  was  found 
that  a  firm  of  Southern  brewers  had  installed 
tin-lined  lead  pipes  in  a  number  of  local  hotels, 
and  notices  requiring  their  removal  and  the 
substitution  of  piping  of  approved  material  were 
served  upon  the  licensees  by  our  inspectors. 

Following  upon  this,  inquiries  were  made  by 
the  Department  of  the  firms  supplying  beer 
piping  to  hotelkeepers  in  Queensland  concerning 
the  materials  employed  in  their  manufacture, 
and  ten  samples  of  metal  beer-piping  were  drawn 
from  their  stocks  by  qur  officer  for  purposes  of 
examination. 

Reports  received  from  the  Government  Chemi¬ 
cal  Laboratory  at  a  later  date  disclosed  that  the 
metal  in  all  ten  samples  consisted  of  commer¬ 
cially  pure  tin. 

Footwear. 

The  provisions  of  the  Health  Acts  relating 
to  boots  and  shoes  and  the  Footwear  Regulations 
made  thereunder  have  been  enforced  by  the 
Department’s  officers  during  the  year. 

In  the  month  of  March,  owing  to  a  complaint 
reaching  the  Department  to  the  effect  that  shoddy 
and  unbranded  footwear  was  being  landed  in  a 
Southern  State,  a  special  visit  of  inspection  was 
paid  by  our  officer  to  all  boot  retailers’  premises 
in  the  metropolitan  area  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  position  in  Brisbane. 

Close  scrutiny  of  stock  in  local  boot  and  shoe 
retailers’  premises  disclosed  that  in  three  shops 
only  was  there  any  footwear  on  sale  of  a  kind 
that  reasonably  might  be  included  in  such 
category.  The  articles  in  question  were  a  line  of 
ladies’  shoes  made  in  Czecho-Slovakia,  and  as 
these  shoes  were  plainly  branded  on  the  soles 
with  the  name  of  the  manufacturer  and  the  words 
“Textile  uppers,  leather  soles,  cardboard  insoles 
and  stiffeners,  free  from  Barium,”  together  with 
the  maker ’s  address,  they  complied  with  require¬ 
ments  under  the  Queensland  law  in  such  con¬ 
nection. 

Lead  in  Paint. 

During  the  period  under  review,  two  cases  in 
which  domestic  dwellings  had  been  treated  with 
paint  containing  more  than  five  parts  per 
centum  of  soluble  lead  were  brought  under  the 
Department’s  notice. 

Upon  the  complaints  being  confirmed,  the 
parties  responsible  were  required  to  cleanse  all 
veranda  railings,  gates,  and  fences  of  such  pro¬ 
perties,  and  thereafter  to  apply  two  coats  of  a 
paint  which  conformed  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Health  Acts. 

As  the  law  relating  to  the  use  of  lead  paints 
contained  in  section  116  of  “  The  Health  Acts, 
1900  to  1922,”  is  inadequate,  this  Department 
has  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  approval  cer¬ 
tain  suggested  amendments  of  the  said  Acts 
which,  if  adopted,  will  have  the  effect  of  more 
effectively  safeguarding  children  and  the  general 
public  in  this  direction. 
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Toowoomba  and  District. 

The  inspector  stationed  at  Toowoomba  has 
furnished  the  following  particulars  for  the  year 
under  review: — 

The  usual  routine  inspection  duty  under 
Part  VI.  of  the  Health  Acts  and  Regulations  has 
been  carried  out  throughout  the  area,  and  a 
reasonable  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Milksellers  ’  Regulations,  1924,  the  Poisons  Regu¬ 
lations,  1924,  and  the  Food  and  Drug  Regula¬ 
tions,  1928,  has  been  gained. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  isolated  centres, 
all  of  the  towns  allocated  to  the  control  of  this 
office  have  been  visited,  and  where  defects  were 
noted  default  notices  were  issued  against 
the  defaulting  parties  requiring  adjustment. 
Seventy-three  of  these  notices  were  served. 


The  undermentioned  lists  of  prosecutions  and 
of  samples  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  examina¬ 
tion  indicate  that  the  excess  water  class  of  adul¬ 
teration  of  spirits  is  on  the  increase  as  far  as  the 
licensed  victuallers  in  country  centres  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Twenty  samples  of  spirits  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  and  19  of  same  failed  to 
comply  with  the  prescribed  standards;  9  prose¬ 
cutions  were  proceeded  with  in  respect  to  the 
samples  in  question,  and  in  each  case  a  convic¬ 
tion  was  obtained  with  tines  totalling  £59  10s. 
together  with  costs  amounting  to  £13  12s.  6d. 


Out  of  a  total  of  81  samples  of  milk,  16  failed 
to  comply  with  the  prescribed  standard,  but  only 
one  of  this  number  of  failures  proved  to  be 
adulterated  with  water,  and  in  that  instance 
subsequent  legal  proceedings  resulted  in  a  con¬ 
viction  being  gained  with  a  fine  of  £10,  together 
with  costs  amounting  to  £1  4s.  6d.  The  remain¬ 
ing  15  samples  were  below  the  required  propor¬ 
tion  of  butter  fat,  and  representations  were 
accordingly  made  to  the  responsible  trader  to 
take  steps  to  correct  the  defect. 


The  incidence  of  short  weight  bread  also 
showed  an  advance  in  this  area,  and  the  offend¬ 
ing  bakers  attributed  the  deficiencies  to  misad¬ 
ventures  in  the  process  of  baking.  The  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Health  Act  in  this  direction  have 
been  well  known  to  the  baking  trade  for  years, 
and  experience  has  taught  us  that  minor  misad¬ 
ventures  arising  out  of  carelessness  cannot  be 
included  in  this  category.  Legal  proceedings 
were  taken  against  four  bakers  for  the  above 
offence,  and  a  conviction  was  secured  in  each 
instance,  together  with  fines  totalling  £15  15s.  6d. 
with  costs  amounting  to  £5  Is. 

Unsound  Foods  of  a  total  weight  of  1  ton 
12  cwt.  3  qr.  4|  lb.  were  destroyed  during  the 
year. 


Samples. — Eighty-one  samples  of  milk,  10  of 
rum,  6  of  whisky,  and  4  of  brandy  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis. 


Prosecutions. — Seventeen  prosecutions  for 
various  breaches  of  Part  VI  (Pure  Food)  of 
the  Health  Acts  were  conducted  during  the  year, 
and  a  conviction  obtained  in  each  instance. 
Penalties  imposed  total — Fines  £89  12s.,  and 
costs  £20  8s.  6d. 


f 


Rockhampton  and  District. 


During  the  first  quartet  of  the  fiscal  year  the 
inspector  who  had  charge  of  the  Rockhampton 
sub-office  was  transferred  to  Brisbane  and  was 


relieved  by  an  officer  from  headquarters.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  leaving  Rockhampton,  the  former  had 
occasion  to  conduct  two  prosecutions  under 
section  95  of  the  Health  Acts,  one  against  the 
licensee  of  an  hotel  for  selling  adulterated 
whisky,  and  the  other  against  a  Rockhampton 
milkseller  for  selling  adulterated  milk.  A  con¬ 
viction  was1  obtained  in  each  case,  and  penalties 
inflicted  totalled  fines  £10  5s.,  costs  7s.,  and 
analyst’s  fees  £2  2s. 

The  officer  now  in  charge  of  this  sub-office 
during  the  remaining  nine  months  under  review 
reports  as  follows : — Inspections  have  been  car¬ 
ried  out  in  the  various  businesses  controlling  the 
manufacture  and  handling  of  food  for  sale  and, 
where  persons  were  found  to  be  committing 
breaches  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  to 
any  great  extent,  the  customary  blue  notice  was 
issued,  calling  upon  those  responsible  to  rectify 
the  defect,  and  where  minor  faults  existed  a  little 
persuasion  had  the  desired  results. 

Milk. — The  milk  supply  in  the  city  of  Rock¬ 
hampton  has  received  attention  as  opportunity 
offered,  and  a  total  of  55  official  samples,  includ¬ 
ing  4  from  Gladstone,  were  submitted  to  the 
Government  Analyst  for  analysis.  As  a  result  of 
these,  6  were  reported  by  the  analyst  to  be  adul¬ 
terated  with  water,  and  the  percentages  ranged 
from  4-5  per  cent,  to  18-20  per  cent.  Legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken  and  convictions  obtained  in 
each  instance.  Penalties  totalling — Fines  £27 
and  costs  £7  4s.,  were  imposed  by  the  Police 
Magistrate,  being  an  average  fine  of  £4  10s.  and 
average  cost  £1  4s.  per  case.  In  addition  to  these 
cases,  1  vendor  was  proceeded  against  for  breach 
of  section  124  of  “ The  Health  Acts,  1900  to 
1922”  (obstruction)  and  a  conviction  obtained, 
and  a  penalty  of  £2  10s.  was  imposed  with 
£3  16s.  6d.  costs. 

One  case  for  breach  of  section  105  of  the 
Health  Acts  (carrying  water  on  milk  vehicle) 
has  not  yet  been  proceeded  with. 

Spirits. — Liquor  testing  has  also  been  carried 
out  on  numerous  occasions,  and  the  results  were 
fairly  satisfactory.  One  licensee  had  occasion 
to  have  official  samples  of  spirits — namely, 
whisky  and  brandy — seized  and  samples  for¬ 
warded  for  analysis.  Upon  analysis  the  whisky 
was  found  to  be  adulterated  to  the  extent  of 
10-1  per  cent,  of  added  water,  and  the  brandy 
7-1  per  cent,  of  added  water.  Legal  proceed¬ 
ings  were  also  taken  in  this  case,  when  a  convic¬ 
tion  was  obtained  and  fines  of  £10  and  £3  10s. 
respectively  were  imposed  with  £2  9s.  costs.  In 
addition,  the  Police  Magistrate  ordered  the 
license  to  be  endorsed  and  the  premises  placarded. 

Warehouses. — Periodical  visits  were  made  of 
the  warehouses  of  the  city,  when  strict  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  of  the  large  stocks  of  tinned  and 
other  lines  of  foods. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  withdrawn  from 
sale  and  destroyed  under  my  supervision  on 
account  of  being  unfit  for  human  consumption : — 


Fish,  salmon  (3  bags) 

Cwt, 

2 

qr. 

0 

lb. 

6 

oz. 

0 

Desiccated  coconut  (3  cases) .  . 

3 

1 

26 

0 

Jams,  assorted  (189  tins) 

2 

2 

14 

0 

Sardines  (69£  doz.  tins) 

1 

0 

23 

13 

Total  weight 

9 

1 

13 

13 

21 


Poisons. — In  addition  to  the  other  inspection 
duties,  much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  sale 
ot‘  poisons  within  this  district,  where  no  less  than 
70  inspections  were  made  under  this  heading. 
As  a  result  of  these  inspections,  numerous 
traders,  particularly  storekeepers,  were  found  to 
be  committing  breaches  of  the  Poisons  Regula¬ 
tions,  1924,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to 
issue  41  default  notices  calling  upon  them  to 
comply  with  the  Regulations. 

Mackay  and  District. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  this  sub-office  reports 
as  follows  for  the  year  under  review : — 

The  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress, 
both  in  sanitation  and  foods.  Very  few  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  in  reference  to  nuis¬ 
ances,  and  none  were  of  a  serious  nature. 

Quite  a  number  of  persons  now  make  inquiry 
as  to  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations,  before 
commencing  new  businesses  or  altering  or  erect¬ 
ing  new  premises. 

Various  improvements  have  been  effected  in 
premises  and  fittings,  but  not  many  of  any  great 
magnitude,  owing  to  tightness  of  the  money 
market,  but  standards  of  cleanliness,  &c.,  have 
been  well  maintained. 

Milk  sampling  has  been  carried  out  regularly 
once  per  month,  and  certainly  effects  a  restrain¬ 
ing  influence  on  persons  who  would  otherwise  be 
lax  or  dishonest. 

Quality  of  spirits  has  been  kept  up  to 
standard  by  systematic  testing  at  hotels  and 
warehouses. 

Unsound  Food. — During  the  year  unsound 
food  of  a  total  weight  of  16  tons  8  cwt.  2  qr. 
27  lb.  has  been  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consump¬ 
tion. 

Samples. — Seventy-four  samples  of  milk  and  4 
of  sausage  meat  were  submitted  for  analysis. 

Townsville  and  District. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  Townsville  office 
advises  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  operations 
carried  out  in  his  area  for  the  year  ended  the 
30th  June,  1930 : — 

In  addition  to  duties  in  Townsville,  I  visited 
38  outside  places  during  the  year,  travelling 
4,190  miles. 

Five  tons  19  cwt.  1  qr.  18  lb.  unsound  food 
were  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  during 
the  fiscal  year. 

Three  samples  milk  and  2  samples  crab  were 
submitted  for  analysis. 

Seven  prosecutions  were  undertaken  with  the 
following  results: — A  conviction  was  obtained 
in  each  instance,  and  penalties  imposed  by  the 
magistrates,  totalling  fines  £52  and  costs 
£22  11s.  6d. 

Cairns  and  District. 

The  officer  in  charge  at  Cairns  reports  as 
follows: — During  the  year  visits  of  inspection 
have  been  paid  to  38  towns  outside  of  Cairns ; 
2,521  miles  being  travelled  by  rail,  boat,  and 
motor  car. 

Samples. — Sixty-four  samples  were  submitted 
to  the  Government  Analyst  as  follows : — Milk  21, 
whisky  2,  brandy  1,  rum  1,  canned  crab  38,  drugs 


1.  Certificates  of  condemnation  were  issued  for 
1  ton  1  cwt.  25  lb.  of  unsound  foods,  which  was 
destroyed  under  my  supervision. 

Prosecutions. — Three  hotelkeepers  were  prose¬ 
cuted  for  selling  adulterated  spirits  and  penalties 
totalling  fines  £21  10s.  and  costs  £3  13s.  6d. 
imposed  by  the  police  magistrates. 


LEPER  LAZARET,  PEEL  ISLAND. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of 
discharges,  deaths,  as  well  as  patients  remain¬ 
ing  under  treatment  at  the  Lazaret  on  the  31st- 
December  for  the  years  1928  and  1929,  from 
which  it  will  be  noted  that  the  numbers  remain¬ 
ing  under  isolation  are  practically  the  same  at 
the  end  of  each  year. 


White  Inmates. 

1928. 

1st  January 

.  .  37 

Admitted 

7 

— 

44 

Discharged 

.  .  10 

Deaths 

4 

— 

14 

Total  number,  December,  ]  928 

.  .  .  * 

30 

1929. 

1st  January 

. .  30 

Admitted 

6 

— 

36 

Discharged 

3 

Deaths 

0 

— 

3 

Total  number,  December,  929 

. . 

33 

Coloured  Inmates. 

1928. 

1st  January 

.  .  36 

Admitted 

2 

— 

38 

Discharged 

3 

Deaths 

0 

— 

3 

Total  number,  December,  1928 

.  . 

35 

1929. 

1st  January 

.  .  35 

Admitted 

0 

— 

35 

Discharged 

1 

Deaths 

3 

4 

Total  number,  December,  1929 

31 

In  order  to  make  isolation  less  irksome,  every¬ 
thing  possible  is  done  to  ensure  that  the  inmates 
are  provided  with  ample  supplies  of  sporting 
materials,  including  wireless  installations,  fishing 
and  cricketing  necessities,  &c. 

Every  encouragement  is  given  the  inmates  to 
cultivate  flower  plots  in  their  various  compounds, 
thus  making  the  Lazaret  grounds  attractive  and 
giving  a  bright  appearance  to  the  place,  the 
ground  being  specially  suitable  for  flower-grow¬ 
ing.  During  the  long  winter  evenings  the  library 
proves  a  boon,  whilst  cards  and  draughts  are 
attractive  to  many  of  the  inmates. 

The  wireless  installations  also  prove  a  much 
appreciated  attraction,  thus  bringing  the  inmates 
in  close  contact  with  the  outer  world. 
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The  medical  treatment  received  by  the  patients 
continues  to  prove  satisfactory,  the  medicines 
used  principally  being  sodium  hydnocarpate  in 
tabular  form,  as  well  as  by  hypodermic  and  intra¬ 
muscular  injection,  also  esters  of  chaulmoogra  in 
capsules  and  chaulmoogra  oil  derived  from 
Taraktogenos  Kurzii  and  from  Wightiana  seeds. 

Discharged  patients  are  provided  with  capsules 
of  anti-leprol  as  a  precaution  against  a  recurrence 
of  the  disease.  Anti-leprol  is  the  mixed  ethyl 
esters  of  the  fatty  acids  of  chaulmoogra  oil. 


LABORATORY  OF  MICROBIOLOGY. 


The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  work  carried 
out  at  the  Laboratory  for  the  year  ended  30th 
June,  1930: — 

The  total  number  of  specimens  numbered 
68,699,  a  decrease  of  31,938  on  those  of  last 
year.  This  decrease  was  due  to  a  great  decline 
in  the  number  of  cultures  received  for  the 
diphtheria  bacillus,  a  decrease  of  4,492,  also  a 
marked  decrease — 8,506  in  the  number  of  rodents 
(for  the  plague  bacillus)  received  from  the 
Brisbane  City  Council.  The  number  of  miscel¬ 
laneous  specimens,  which  include  milks,  waters, 
ices,  ice-creams,  cream,  oysters,  &c.,  show  a  very 
marked  increase. 


The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the 
source  of  the  specimens  received  for  examination 
by  the  Laboratory : — 


Specimens  from — 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

Hospitals. 

Councils  and 
Institutions. 

Within  the  Brisbane  area  .  . 

93 

7 

7 

Outside  the  Brisbane  area . . 

75 

40 

41 

The  number  of  rodents  examined— 

-i.e.,  39,589 — 

and  the  number  destroyed  by  the  Brisbane  City 
Council — i.e.,  5,312 — made  a  total  number  of 
44,901  destroyed  for  the  year. 

Plague. — During  the  year  39,589  rodents  were 
examined,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  none 
were  found  to  be  plague-infected. 

Rats  received  were  classified  as  follows : — 


Rattus  Rattus  Norvegicus 

..  24,714 

Rattus  Rattus  Rattus 

.  .  2,436 

Rattus  Rattus  Alexandrinus 

.  .  5,572 

Hydromys  Leucogaster  . . 

4 

Unclassified  (very  young  rats)  .  . 

.  .  5,409 

Mus  Musculus 

..  1,667 

Six  rats  examined  showed  the  presence  of  numer¬ 
ous  acid-fast  bacilli,  which  were  diagnosed  as  rat 
leprosy.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  areas 
at  which  these  rodents  were  located. 


Spleen  smears  from  rats  in  Northern  towns 
showed  in  some  of  the  places  an  increase,  whilst 
in  other  a  decline  is  noted,  but  in  none  of  them 
was  the  plague  bacillus  present. 

Diphtheria. — The  total  number  of  cultures  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  for  the  year  ended  30th 
June,  1930,  was  8,214;  of  these  12-9  per  cent, 
contained  the  diphtheria  bacillus,  whilst  for  the 
previous  year  the  number  submitted  was  12,264, 
of  which  9-9  per  cent,  contained  the  bacillus. 

Venereal  Disease. — For  the  year  1928-1929  a 
total  number  of  9,058  smears  was  submitted, 
whilst  for  the  present  year  the  number  was 


30,127.  On  examination,  the  gonococcus  was 
found  in  a  percentage  of  9,  compared  with  7-4 
of  last  year.  A  decreased  number  of  blood  sera 
was  submitted  for  the  Wassermann  reaction,  and 
32-2  per  cent,  gave  a  positive  reaction.  The 
blood  sera  examined  for  the  complement  devia¬ 
tion  test  for  gonorrhoea  show  an  increase. 

Tuberculosis. — An  increased  number  of  sputa 
was  examined  for  the  tubercle  bacillus,  and  the 
number  in  which  the  bacillus  was  found  was  a 
percentage  of  25-6,  compared  with  24-4  per  cent, 
last  year.  One  hundred  and  seventy-two  milks 
were  examined  and  57  animal  inoculations  made 
for  detection  of  tubercle  bacillus,  with  negative 
results. 

Leprosy. — Six  hundred  and  fourteen  smears 
were  examined  for  the  bacillus  lepras,  the 
majority  being  taken  from  persons  suffering  from 
the  disease  at  the  Lazaret. 

Typhoid. — An  increased  number  of  bloods  was 
examined  for  Widal’s  agglutination,  and  the 
number  positive  was  15-7  per  cent.,  compared 
with  22-7  per  cent,  last  year.  The  number  of 
urines  and  fasces  shows  a  marked  decrease.  The 
typhoid  bacillus  was  detected  in  2-4  per  cent. 

Autogenous  vaccines  prepared  from;  pus,  fasces, 
urines,  sputums,  cultures,  &c.,  show  an  increase. 
The  amount  of  antityphoid  (T.A.B.)  vaccines 
supplied  was  915  c.c. 

The  attached  tables  show  the  details  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  this  Department’s  Labora¬ 
tory  during  this  year : — 


Report  on  Specimens  received  in  Laboratory 
during  Year  1929-30. 


Examination. 

Health 

and 

Hospitals. 

Private 

Prac¬ 

titioners. 

Total. 

Diphtheria — 

Cultures  .  . 

6,801 

1,413 

8,214 

Virulent  tests 

8 

6 

14 

Direct  smears 

,  . 

12 

12 

Sputum 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoea — 

Smears 

9,266 

861 

10,127 

Cultures  .  . 

,  . 

4 

4 

Urine 

1 

1 

Blood 

281 

10 

291 

Syphilis — 

455 

1,691 

Wassermann  reaction 

1,236 

Spirochaeta  Pallida 

15 

2 

17 

Typhoid — 

38 

97 

Widal  reaction 

59 

Urine 

72 

9 

81 

Faeces 

84 

15 

99 

Septic  tank  effluent 

1 

.  . 

1 

Water 

8 

8 

Vaccines — 

►  Pus 

4 

10 

14 

ffi  Faeces 

.  . 

5 

5 

§§  Urines 

1 

3 

4 

|i.i  Sputum 

2 

4 

6 

,,  Cultures  .  . 

9 

18 

27 

Organisms- — 

3 

Smears 

2 

5 

Cultures 

6 

4 

10 

Urine 

1 

3 

4 

Pleural  fluid 

5 

.  . 

5 

Lung 

1 

•  • 

i 

Mud  . 

10 

.  . 

10 

C.  S.  fluid 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Sputum 

6 

4 

7 

Pus 

10 

14 

Faeces 

•  • 

5 

5 
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Report  on  Specimens  Received  in'  Laboratory 
during  the  Year  1929-30 — continued. 


Health 

Private 

Examination. 

and 

Prac- 

Total. 

i  Hospitals 

titioners. 

Examination — 

Water  (potability) 

84 

84 

Oysters 

21 

21 

Milk  (count) 

350 

.  . 

350 

Water  (count) 

2 

•  . 

2 

Milk  . 

6 

.  . 

6 

Ice  cream  and  ices 

43 

.  , 

43 

Cream 

16 

16 

Ice  blocks 

3 

3 

Bread 

1 

1 

Fish  . 

1 

1 

Coffee 

1 

1 

Faeces 

.  , 

2 

2 

Worms 

1 

,  , 

1 

Sputum 

1 

.  . 

1 

Urine  (casts) 

6 

.  . 

6 

Urine 

1 

1 

Sterility — 

Fluid 

1 

1 

Disinfectant — 

Coefficient .  . 

10 

10 

Examination 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis — 

Sputum 

224 

209 

433 

Milk  . 

172 

172 

Pleural  fluid 

5 

1 

6 

Urine 

3 

3 

Faeces 

I 

1 

Faeces — 

Ova 

40 

90 

130 

Cells 

,  # 

1 

1 

Dysentery .  . 

4 

4 

Filaria — 

Blood  smears 

3 

2 

5 

Urine 

1 

1 

Malaria — 

Blood  smears 

5 

2 

7 

Blood — 

Differential  count 

6 

6 

12 

Full  blood  count 

4 

4 

Basophilia 

3 

3 

Typhus 

,  , 

1 

1 

Yaws 

1 

1 

Sugar 

1 

2 

3 

Leprosy — 

Human 

556 

58 

614 

Rat 

6 

6 

Meningitis — 

Swabs 

3 

5 

8 

Ringworm — 

Hairs 

4 

4 

• 

Identification — 

Bandicoot 

1 

1 

Intestinal  parasites 

1 

1 

Animal  Inoculation — 

Milk  (T.B.) 

57 

57 

Pleural  fluid 

1 

•  • 

1 

Medico-Legal — 

Blood  stains 

4 

4 

Seminal  stains 

4 

4 

Totals 

19,530 

3,287 

22,817 

Examination  op  Rats  and  Mice 

for  Plague. 

Rodents  received  from — 

Rats. 

Mice. 

Total. 

Department  of  Public  Health 

950 

6 

956 

Brisbane  City  Council 

37,186 

1,447 

38,633 

Rodents  Destroyed  (not  Examined). 


Rodents  destroyed  by — 

Rats. 

Mice. 

Total. 

Department  of  Public  Health 

679 

679 

Brisbane  City  Council 

5,098 

214 

5,312 

Rat  Smears  Received  during  the  Year. 


Maryborough  . .  . .  . .  .  .  2,619 

Bundaberg  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  1,218 

Gympie  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  946 

Mackav  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  331 

Ipswich  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1,159 


6,293 

Grand  Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  68,699 

Requisitions  received  during  the  year .  .  ..  437 


Cultures  and  swabs  supplied  to  the  Common- 


wealth  Laboratories  were  as  follows 

Cairns 

..  1,872 

Townsville 

.  .  2,204 

Rockhampton 

.  .  4,824 

Toowoomba 

.  .  3,456 

Culture  Media  prepared  in  the 

Laboratory 

during  the  Year  1929-30. 

Medium  Prepared. 

No.  of  c.c.’s. 

Ordinary  Agars 

.  .  20,080 

Ordinary  Broth 

.  .  3,750 

Lemco  Glucose  Broth  .... 

..  14,200 

Serum  cultures — - 

Ox  serum 

.  .  128,375 

Human  serum 

..  1,370 

Gonococcus  Medium — -Blood  Agar 

600 

Endo’s  Medium 

.  .  6,900 

Sugar  Broths — 

Lactose 

. .  5,000 

Saccharose 

..  1,000 

Maltose 

..  1,000 

Mannite 

800 

Adonite 

200 

Sorbite 

200 

Galactose 

200 

Glycerine 

200 

Amygdalin 

200 

Glucose 

..  1,300 

Dulcite 

250 

Salacin 

250 

Double  Lactose 

300 

Treble  Lactose 

..  1,000 

Litmus  Milk 

200 

V.  P.  Medium 

450 

Methyl  Red  Test  Medium 

.  .  1,200 

Sodium  Citrate  Test  Medium 

700 

Uric  Acid  Test  Medium  .  . 

700 

Brilliant  Green  Enrichment  Medium 

.  .  2,850 

Glucose  Agar 

100 

Russell  Medium 

500 

Fleming’s  Agar 

500 

Potato  Medium  (slants)  .  . 

24 

Grand  Total 

.  .  194,375 

And  slants 

24 

STAFF. 

The  headquarters  staff  consists  of  the  following 
officers : — Commissioner  of  Public  Health,  Health 
Officer,  Secretary,  Senior  Clerk,  four  clerks,  two 
typists,  two  Chief  Inspectors,  eleven  inspectors, 
one  assistant  inspector,  and  two  messengers.  In 
addition,  five  inspectors  are  stationed  at  outside 
centres.  The  staff  of  the  Laboratory  consists  of  an 
assistant  bacteriologist,  two  assistants,  one  atten¬ 
dant,  a  typist,  and  a  glass  cleaner.  The  staff  of 
the  Metropolitan  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  con¬ 
sists  of  five  part-time  medical  officers,  a  part-time 
chemist,  and  a  lay  attendant. 


24 


A  sister,  an  assistant,  and  a  cook-laundress  are 
stationed  at  the  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital,  at 
which  one  of  the  part-time  medical  officers 
attends  daily. 

In  addition,  there  are  part-time  medical  officers 
at  outside  centres  in  respect  to  venereal  disease 
work. 

A  part-time  medical  officer  has  charge  of  the 
Brisbane  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Bureau. 

The  Lazaret  staff  consists  of  a  superintendent, 
an  assistant,  a  nurse,  a  housekeeper,  four  cooks, 
and  four  attendants. 

The  Brisbane  rat  gang  consists  of  a  foreman, 
with  eight  men  engaged  on  rat  destruction  as 
well  as  disinfecting  work. 

Two  temporary  inspectors  are  engaged  on 
Hookworm  work  in  Northern  centres. 


ADMINISTRATION. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  the  incidence  of 
disease  throughout  the  State  still  continues  to  be 
reasonably  small,  which  is  a  matter  for  congratu¬ 
lation,  especially  as  a  sickly  population  can  only 
be  regarded  as  a  national  calamity,  and  the  con¬ 
tingent  financial  loss  sustained  must  prove  a 
heavy  burden  on  the  community. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  greatest  proportion  . 
of  disability  and  loss  is  derived  from  preventable 
diseases.  Especially  is  this  so  in  the  case  of 
typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria,  the  former  entail¬ 
ing  a  heavy  burden  on  the  worker  through  loss 
of  earnings  extending  over  lengthy  periods  of 
convalescence,  the  latter  necessitating  consider¬ 
able  loss  of  school  time  for  scholars,  due  to  closing 
of  schools,  while  at  the  same  time  wholesale 
swabbing  and  isolation  of  suspects  and  contacts 
have  increased  the  financial  burden  on  the  Local 
Authorities. 

In  those  areas  where  outbreaks  of  typhoid 
fever  have  occurred,  Local  Authorities  have  been 
offered  free  supplies  of  vaccine  conditionally  that 
the  public  receive  inoculation  without  a  charge 
being  made,  but  a  very  small  response  has  been 
received. 

Anti-typhoid  inoculation  has  been  consistently 
advocated  by  this  Department,  and  every  endea¬ 
vour  made  to  educate  the  public  as  to  its  efficacy, 


when  it  has  been  particularly  stressed  that  the 
operation  causes  practically  no  inconvenience  or 
loss  of  time  from  work. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  most  encouraging  to 
observe  the  favourable  response  to  the  campaign 
for  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  Recently, 
at  the  Local  Authorities’  Conference,  a  very 
cordial  reception  was  accorded  to  an  address 
given  by  the  Health  Officer  on  immunisation,  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  delegates  showed 
themselves  to  be  wholeheartedly  in  favour  of  this 
prophylactic  measure. 

The  very  favourable  results  now  being  obtained 
from  immunisation  performed  previous  to  the 
Bundaberg  tragedy,  together  with  the  good  work 
now  being  carried  out  by  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
are  most  encouraging  and,  with  the  new  and  very 
rigid  technique,  immunisation  should  become 
general  to  the  obvious  advantage  and  well-being 
of  the  people. 

On  the  report  going  to  press  the  Department 
has  circularised  all  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
with  pamphlets  setting  out  the  general  technique 
of  immunisation,  and  at  the  same  time  asking 
that  records  should  be  kept  for  comparative 
analysis  as  to  the  diminution  of  diphtheria. 

Much  good  work  has  been  achieved  by  many 
Local  Authorities  through  the  efforts  of  their 
health  inspectors,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
these  officers  endeavour  to  maintain  in  their  areas 
a  high  standard  of  health  by  careful  investiga¬ 
tion  throughout  the  many  and  varied  avenues 
relating  to  their  work. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Government  Analyst  and 
his  officers  for  their  valuable  assistance,  likewise 
the  officers  of  the  Department  of  Justice  and 
the  Police  Department. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr.  St.  Vincent 
Welch,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  and  Dr.  Cilento,  Director, 
Division  of  Tropical  Hygiene  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Health  Department,  for  their  kind 
co-operation  and  assistance. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  COFFEY,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 
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Appendix  A. 

GOVERNMENT  CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 


Brisbane,  28th  August,  1930. 

Tbe  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour,  in  accordance  with 
section  31  of  “ The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1922,” 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  work  done  in 
the  Government  Chemical  Laboratory  for  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  during  the  year 
1929-1930. 


The  number  of  samples  examined  during  this 
period  was  2,748,  an  increase  of  661  samples  on 
the  number  for  1926-1927,  namely,  2,187,  which 
was  the  largest  on  record  for  the  Department. 

The  samples  for  1928-1929  numbered  1,986. 

was  the  largest  on  record  for  the  Department, 
in  the  following  table : — 


TABLE  I. 


Food  or  Drug. 

Total  Number  of 
Samples. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Beverages  and  cordials 

SO 

53 

27 

Cereal  preparations  . . 

11 

7 

4 

Essences 

14 

10 

4 

Fats  (edible) 

9 

7 

2 

Fish  (preserved) 

28 

16 

12 

Fruit  (preserved)  and  fruit  juices  .  . 

34 

21 

13 

Jam  and  honey 

32 

29 

3 

Meat  and  vegetables 

40 

18 

22 

Milk,  fresh 

1,622 

1,315 

287 

Oils 

9 

7 

2 

Spirituous  liquors 

141 

93 

48 

Wine  .  . .  .. 

9 

8 

1 

* 

2,029 

1,584 

425 

Disinfectants 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Soap 

Water  and  sewage 

Miscellaneous 

11 

75 

18 

95 

520 

2,748 

■ 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  submitted,  1,511  were  legal  samples  taken 
by  inspectors  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Health  Acts.  The  results  are 
shown  in  the  following  table : — 

TABLE  II. 


4 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Number 

of 

Samples. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Cabbage 

7 

7 

Milk  . 

1,414 

1,151 

243 

Minced  meat 

9 

( 4  unfit  for 

5 

analysis) 

Nuco 

Labelling 

(classed  as 

1 

margarine) 

Paint 

3 

3 

Spirituous  liquors 

57 

io 

47 

1,491 

1,161 

305 

Poisons 

3 

•  • 

1,494 
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The  following  table  records  details  in  regard  to  the  legal  samples  of  milk : — 

TABLE  III. 


Place. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Passed  the 
Standard. 

Genuine  but 
below  the 
Standard. 

Deficient 
in  Fat. 

Adulterated 
with  Water. 

Average  Per¬ 
centage  of 
Added  Water 

Sour  or  Lost 
in  Transit. 

Ayr 

6 

3 

1 

2 

5 

Brisbane 

868 

756 

28 

26 

54 

9 

4 

Bowen 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Bundaberg 

14 

11 

.  , 

3 

6 

Cairns 

21 

7 

4 

9 

.  . 

1 

Charleville 

5 

4 

.  . 

1 

14, 

Charters  Towers 

15 

9 

,  m 

1 

5 

17 

Coolangatta 

6 

5 

.  . 

1 

7 

Dalby 

21 

10 

2 

9 

.  . 

Gladstone 

4 

4 

.  . 

.  . 

•  • 

Gympie 

12 

12 

.  . 

Howard 

4 

4 

.  . 

,  . 

Ipswich 

48 

28 

14 

1 

5 

11 

Killarney 

3 

3 

•  • 

•  . 

.  . 

Mackay 

71 

36 

20 

2 

12 

13 

Manly  and  Wynnum  . . 

53 

51 

i 

1 

3 

Maryborough  .  . 

15 

13 

i 

1 

21 

Pialba  .  . 

6 

5 

.  , 

i 

.  . 

.  . 

Redcliffe 

15 

15 

.  . 

.  , 

Rockhampton  .  . 

70 

49 

4 

6 

11 

8 

Roma 

11 

5 

3 

3 

6 

Sandgate 

60 

57 

i 

2 

.  . 

Stanthorpe 

4 

2 

1 

1 

20 

Toowoomba 

59 

43 

4 

10 

.  . 

2 

Warwick 

18 

18 

•  • 

1,414 

1,151 

60 

91 

92 

9 

20 

TABLE  IV. 

Summary  of  Milk  Samples. 


Number  of  Samples. 

Percentage. 

Adulterated  with  water 

92 

6-5 

Deficient  in  fat 

91 

6-4 

Unsuitable  for  analysis 

18 

1-3 

Lost  in  transit 

2 

01 

Genuine  but  below  the  standard  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . . 

60 

4-3 

Passed  the  standard 

1,151 

81-4 

1,414 

1000 

The  following  table  shows  the  milk  position  as  compared  with  the  four  previous  years : — 


TABLE  V. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Legal  Samples. 

Percentage 
Deficient  in  Fat. 

Percentage 

Watered. 

Average  Percentage 
of  Added  Water. 

1925-26  . 

1,027 

61 

6-9 

8 

1926-27  . 

941 

5-3 

5-5 

14 

1927-28  . 

732 

4-9 

4-4 

n 

i 

1928-29  . 

715 

8-8 

119 

11 

1929-30  . 

1,414 

6-4 

6-5 

9 

These  results,  while  by  no  means 

good,  showed 

i  marked  improvement  on  those  for  last  year. 

Seventeen  samples,  consisting  of 

cocaine,  morphine,  and  opium 

preparations, 

were  received 

from  police  officers  for  the  purpose  of  prosecution  under  the  Poisons  Regulations. 


Ten  samples  of  cabbages  received  contained  lead  arsenate  ranging  from  3-2  to  9-3  grains  per 
cabbage,  showing  that  this  dangerous  menace  is  not  yet  removed. 
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Eight  samples  of  preserved  fruit  contained 
sulphur  dioxide  at  the  rate  of  8  to  18-9  grains 
per  pound,  whereas  the  maximum  amount  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  present  under  the  Food  and  Drug 
Regulations  is  7  grains. 

The  use  of  sulphur  dioxide  is  prohibited  in 
minced  meat,  but  eleven  samples  of  minced  meat 
received  contained  sulphur  dioxide  at  the  rate  of 
1-9  to  144  grains  per  pound.  With  cold  storage 
so  easily  and  cheaply  available,  there  is  no  excuse 
for  adding  preservative  to  mincemeat. 

Out  of  30  samples  of  orange  beverages 
examined  18  samples  contained  less  than  3  per 
cent,  of  orange  juice.  It  is  important,  from  the 
standpoint  of  national  health  as  well  as  from  that 
of  the  fruit-growing  industry,  that  the  minimum 
proportion  of  orange  juice,  namely  5  per  cent., 
required  in  an  orange  beverage  should  be 
maintained. 


The  miscellaneous  samples  were 
follows : — 

made  up  as 

Sample. 

Number. 

Ice  trays 

.  .  7 

Hair 

10 

Hydrometers 

.  .  7 

Paint 

16 

Tin  pipe  . . 

12 

Toilet  preparations 

9 

Urine 

.  .  350 

and  also  beeswax,  carbon  dust,  custard  powder, 
baking  chemicals,  confectionery,  fly  foil,  ice¬ 
cream  cones,  renal  concretion,  insecticides,  rat 
poison,  almonds,  blood,  walnuts,  sul-sol,  cake 
neutro,  washing  powder,  fruit-cheese,  toffee, 
molasses,  finger  nails,  and  drink  crystals. 

The  samples  of  urine  were  analysed  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  numerous  cases  of  lead  poisoning  or 
suspected  lead  poisoning  among  children. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  B.  HENDERSON, 

Government  Analyst. 


Price,  Is.] 


By  Authority :  Joseph  Heeney  Stanley,  Acting-  Government  Printer,  Brisbane. 
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